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Greetings from 
Colorado and 
the scene of 
ZFEST 2022 
to be held 
June 27 - July 2 
at Snowmass 
Village!  

PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE

“GO WEST, YOUNG MAN, GO WEST” was an expres-
sion first used by John Babsone Lane Soule in the 
Terre Haute Express in 1851. We are heeding his ad-
vice as for only the fourth time, ZFEST is being held 
west of the Mississippi and being the local coordi-
nator, I could not be more excited! 

The ZFEST committee has been hard at work plan-
ning and organizing a week-long “Homecoming” 
that will be sure to put a smile on your face and 
provide breathtaking scenic drives. Snowmass will 
serve attendees to experience the Colorado Rock-
ies - just you, your car, and the road. In fact, there 
may be times when you have dispensed with all 
such pretense to point your front wheels in a gen-
eral direction and soar like a bird surfing the ther-
mals, going where the winds lead, content to avoid 
the efficiencies of traveling by the shortest or fast-
est route. 

The week of ZFEST will provide a series of long and 
short drives and social events which I hope will 
satisfy the needs of all who attend. Please take the 
time to read the week’s schedule contained in this 
edition and I look forward to seeing everyone soon!
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President’s Message! - Jon Moorhead

ZFEST 2022 Corporate

Sponsor Recognition

Each year during ZFEST a silent auction is

held to raise funds for the Tire Rack Street

Survival teen driving program. In 2021, a

total of over $11,000 was donated to this

program by the ZSCCA! This level of support

could not be achieved without our loyal

corporate sponsors. We would like to

publicly thank each of our corporate

sponsors who have contributed cash or

merchandise in helping to make this event a

success.
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ZFEST 2022 Corporate Sponsor Recognition
Each year during ZFEST a silent auction is held to raise funds for 
the Tire Rack Street Survival teen driving program. In 2021, a to-
tal of over $11,000 was donated to this program by the ZSCCA! 
This level of support could not be achieved without our loyal 
corporate sponsors. We would like to publicly thank each of our 
corporate sponsors who have contributed cash or merchandise 
in helping to make this event a success.
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from the Editor! - Andy Hartwell

Well, if we made our deadline, 
you just might be reading this 
during ZFEST 2022 week. Then 
again, if we missed the dead-
line you are still reading this, 
right?  It doesn’t really matter 
where you are when you read 
it, only that you do read and 
enjoy this Summer 2022 issue 
of Cruizin’ Newz.

We have packed in quite a 
large amount of diverse con-
tent that we hope will offer something of interest to every-
one. In these pages, Megan Mirowski tells the story of her 
green Z3 Coupe, Senior Technical Advisor, Jay Parnes deliv-
ers yet another great DIY article, this time the subject is seat 
bushing replacement, and Robin and Gene Warren tell us all 
about their visit to the BMW Baltimore Center.

Mike Attiani returns with a new cartoon. Randy Mason tells 
us of his road trip and Stephen Kent gives us a recap of the 
mods he has in process on his Z.  And there is more here that 
we hope you will enjoy discovering for yourself with the turn 
of every page.

Coming back to where you are reading this; please know 
that ZFEST can only happen when good people step up and 
volunteer to handle the myriad number of logistical consid-
erations that go into the planning and execution of such 
event. ZFEST doesn’t just happen by magic.  It takes people 
and it takes sponsors working in concert to deliver the fun 
for everyone attending.

For ZFEST 2022, Jon Moorhead and his support team, 
reached out to several companies for monetary donations 
and other contributions that helped make this event a real-
ity.  David Bourcier provides a salute to those companies in 

this issue.  We encourage every member to use these com-
panies as preferred suppliers for their own personal needs.  
They supported us so let’s be sure to support them.
Setting up cruizes in your local area group also takes exten-
sive planning and requires people with experience in lead-
ing others.  That is why the Area Rep position is so important. 
Our most active areas of the club have strong leaders work-
ing hard to bring fun events to life.  The position of area rep 
is supported by the club and anyone wishing to step up into 
the role should reach out to Jay Parnes at jayparnes@gmail.
com for more information.  Like Uncle Sam said, ‘we need a 
few good people!’. 

How many of you out there would agree with this quote:   

 “Sometimes the best therapy is a long drive and good 
music.” – Unknown

 I would venture a guess that most of us have – at some point 
– hit the road to find our own stress-free alone time, break-
ing away from our daily routines.  In this club, groups of peo-
ple traveling together gives you a chance to have your time 
alone, but also share quality and relaxing time with others 
who too have daily routines they need to take a break from. 
We all have those routines in common and it makes sense 
to have that drive time be shared together.  The best part is, 
as this quote says so well. 

Once you have traveled, the voyage never ends, but is played 
out over and over again in the quietest chambers. The mind 
can never break off from the journey.”  -  Pat Conroy

For everyone in attendance at ZFEST Snowmass 2022: Be 
sure to take advantage of all that the ZFEST team has pre-
pared for you to enjoy.  Please do take a minute to thank Jon 
and his team – and ALL the great volunteers working the 
event -  for being there to support this great club.

Enjoy ZFEST, and the summer of 2022, and remember, 
 Keep your speed up!
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By WIL VARGAS

I’m always looking for the next drive for the Tampa Bay BMW Z 
Club. While heading back home from a short vacation with my 
wife I spotted a sign for the Vietnam Wall of Southwest Florida and 
with Memorial Day a few weeks away we thought this would be 
a great drive for the club.  So, we took the exit to Punta Gorda, FL 
to do some reconnaissance and while walking around the city we 
discovered that in addition to the Vietnam Wall Punta Gorda has a 
Military War Museum and for the Memorial Day Weekend the city 
is hosting the “Healing Field of Honor” with over 1,000 American 
Flags lined up in ceremonial formation to honor our fallen heroes.  
 
As soon as I arrived home, I created the calendar event on the 
Club’s Facebook page calling the event “A Drive for Heroes.” I served 
20 years in the Air Force and was excited about this event to the 
point I would check every day to see if we had any takers and 
check the weather forecast which wasn’t looking too hopeful at 
the time.  But the Z’ers didn’t let me down and we ended up with a 
total of 12 cars (11 Zs and one BMW 328) which included a bunch 

of Zs from our sister club in 
Suncoast BMW Z’s - Ft Myers.  
 
The Drive for Heroes was a 
success though a bit iffy at 
first when the rain started 
coming down but thankfully 
it cleared up by the time we 
arrived at the Vietnam Wall 
Memorial in Punta Gorda, FL.  
Before we started our jour-
ney, we had lunch at Laishley 
Crab House which I would 

road trip

A Drive 
       for Heroes
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highly recommend and with a full stomach we made our way to the 
Vietnam Wall Memorial.  Once arriving at the Wall, I soon realized this 
was more than just a drive among a group of friends but an oppor-
tunity to reflect on the over 58,000 military members that gave the 
ultimate sacrifice to their country. 

 It was an emotional time for everyone but more so for three of our 
members.  One of our members fought in the Vietnam War and was 
part of the K9 core where he and his German Sheppard would scout 
areas looking for the enemy and ensure his platoon would not get 
ambushed.  He also told me about two friends he lost during the war 
but couldn’t remember their names and at that moment you could 
see the pain he’s carried with him for the past 50 years.  Another 
member lost a high school friend which I was able to help him find 
his name on the wall. The third member lost his uncle in the war, but 
they never met since he was born when his uncle was fighting in Viet-
nam. Though he never knew his uncle you would never know it; he 
knew so much about him.  He told me that he is thankful to his family 
for keeping his memory alive through their stories and family photos. 
  
After the wall the group made their way to “Healing Field of Honor” 
which only occurs once a year, during the Memorial Day weekend.  
It was breathtaking to see over 1,000 American flags waving in the 
breeze.  Walking among the flags gave me the feeling of being sur-
rounded by their spirits; hard to express in words.
  
The last destination of our journey was the Military War Museum.  The 
amount of information was overwhelming from the battles on for-
eign lands and weaponry to the military uniforms worn through his-
tory; not enough time to see it all.  I’ve only held the Tampa Bay area 
rep position for a short time, but this event will become an annual 
tradition for the club.
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I was chatting with one of the members who occasionally 
drove a bright red convertible BMW Z-3, a sweet car! I told 
him I was missing my old ’67 Camaro ragtop and those Blue 
Ridge Parkway drives. He could sense my yearning, so he 
volunteered to take me for a ride…the sounds of classic 
rock, the sharp turns, the acceleration, the smell of greasy 
burgers and fries—I was hooked!

Would you really like to buy one of these? Does a Calvinistic- 
Presbyterian feel guilty? Absolutely! But I can’t justify dipping 
into retirement savings for a $60-70K BMW. 

“No problem!” He said. “Buy an older one—mine is 2001-pur-
chase price $10,000. Suggest you shop online specifically 
for 2000-2002 models-they have one of the best engines. 
I’ll show you what you need to look for.” Sounds like a plan.

Carlton Greene is a former basketball coach, amateur me-
chanic, and seven- year Z3 aficionado. He is the area repre-
sentative of the South Carolina ZSCCA. He has become my 
Z3 mentor-coach, resource, and YouTube expert on repairs 
and finding answers to group questions. 

My new hobby world began to open like spring daffodils 
peeking through a dusting of winter snow. Suddenly, I’m 
spending hours researching internet options—Z3’s are ev-
erywhere! Dealers are now messaging, I’m reading Carfax’s 
like preparing for the SAT, learning part names like study-
ing Greek and Hebrew in seminary, receiving invitations to 
join the national ZSCCA Z3club and weekend drives to meet 
new friends also part of the local cult.

my Z STORY

By AL MASTERS

Ragtop 
Revisited

It started in 
a church 

parking lot.
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I find two that look promising—one close to home and 
another four hours away in Georgia. Unfortunately, the 
closer one has a rear end issue and a Georgia trip makes 
for a LONG day with no assurance that the car would 
be mechanically sound. Carlton tells me to be patient—
the right one will show up.

Three weeks later another bright red Z was posted on 
Facebook here in Greenville. I thought this one was defi-
nitely worth checking out. Carlton and I headed out to 
meet the owner, John, at the Haywood Mall  parking lot.
 He is surprised when he pulls up to Carlton’s Z3—it is 
practically a twin to his red Z3— we soon learn both 
cars were made the same month 
right here in the BMW plant out-
side Spartanburg.

The Interstate test drive at 80 mph 
feels good, shocks obviously need 
replacing, power top works. Mile-
age is high—106,000— and there 
are three previous owners, but ti-
tle and Carfax are clear, tires good, 
no apparent rust underneath, 
garage storage. Carlton says, “Buy 
it!” The listing price is in line with 
similar cars, so I pulled the trigger.

Providential side-bar—the own-
er’s dad is a retired seminary pro-
fessor, he seems like an honest 
son, and wants to sell the car be-
cause his wife has health concerns 
and doesn’t enjoy traveling any-
more. While as a fellow believer I 
don’t think God much cares about 
which cars we drive, it does feel 
“right” to have waited for this car.

Carlton tells me to bring it over 
to his garage where he has a por-
table “lift” so we can inspect it 
carefully. We change the oil and 
air filters and see lots of original 
equipment. Underneath the air 
filter was an impressive collection 
of leaves, a few acorns and dirt—
clearly a previous home for some 
furry critter!

My learning curve for Z3’s is 
Mount Everest in size. My high 

school guidance counselor said I scored 10% on me-
chanical ability. Still, I crawled under the car on a cold 
concrete floor anyway, under Carlton’s supervision of 
course, and loosened a few bolts. I bought a parts man-
ual and checked the Z club Facebook page for helpful 
repair tips and answers to other folks’ questions. 

The good news is, Z3owners get together periodically 
for DIY days of repairing, fixing, learning and some male 
bonding (no ladies yet) lunch, and planning “drive days.” 
Groups of owners meet, drive to some scenic overlook 
spots, find a great lunch spot, share fellowship and Z sto-
ries—it’s quite a ritual and a fun, cordial, diverse bunch 
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of folks. As a rookie owner, I listen attentively, nod ap-
propriately like I understand, and appreciate their pas-
sion, knowledge, and willingness to share.

My first “drive” was to the foothills of North Carolina on 
a beautiful warm autumn day, top down, falling leaves 
swirling around, taking the curves faster than I do in my 
Honda CRV.

Carlton mentioned that while the car was safe to drive, 
I should be sure the cooling system has been refreshed, 
the original transmission fluid probably needed chang-
ing, and that the car would require additional replace-
ments.

I’m feeling the need to replace lots of original and/or old-
er parts since Carlton has had six years of repair-replace 
practice. He tells me about a guy in Salisbury, North Car-
olina, Bryan Salgado, who did some major work on his 
car. I should call him and set up an appointment.

Talking with Bryan, or rather listening to Bryan hold 
forth about BMW Z3’s is like a crash course on mechan-
ical detail. This guy is a guru—a combo of NASCAR-like 
mechanic and old-school “Mr. Wizard” scientist. I follow 
Carlton on the two-and a half hour trip to Salisbury, 
North Carolina, to drop off my ‘new favorite child’ (my 
daughter’s name for my new-to-me Z3.) We pull in Bry-
an’s driveway and his home-garage workshop. This is no 
ordinary suburban garage; complete with full lift capac-
ity, it’s an auto mechanic’s dream. 

Parked in his driveway is what appears to be a new 
black BMW Z3 Roadster—he raises the hood and the 
sunlight reflecting off the chrome makes me grateful 
for UV protecting shades! It’s immaculate and has some 
fancy-pants silver-like air intake that boosts horsepower. 
Turns out this saucy 2001 Z has 190,000 miles and runs 
like new!

 When I asked Bryan if he would take me for a thrill ride 
in his Z after he completes restoring mine, he says “ab-
solutely.” My friend Carlton is smiling and adds, “Better 
pull the seat belt tight.” I made a mental note to make a 
restroom trip immediately beforehand! 

I know I’ve found the right man for restoring 107,000 
miles of mostly original equipment.

 Almost two weeks after leaving my car with Bryan, 
Carlton drives me back to Salisbury to pick up my car. 
After going over in detail all the replacement parts, 
Bryan said, “Hop in” and we did a ten- minute tutorial 
neighborhood loop. While I had noticed the “S” and “M” 
settings on the gear console I didn’t know what they 
meant. Bryan shows me. “S” is for “Sport” and “M” is for 
“Manual.” Oh, my goodness! Wow! A five-speed Man-
ual-automatic transmission and the Sport mode even 
sounds different. 

The man can drive…he accelerated and downshift-
ed and turned on country roads…he had a “need for 
speed”… I double-checked the seatbelt. This is really a 
sports car!

 While I have no desire to drive and maneuver the car 
like Bryan, which is a very good thing for the car and the 
world, seeing and experiencing his delight in demon-
strating what a “new” twenty-one year old car can do 
was great fun. His passion for excellence and detail, his 
knowledge of Z3 mechanics, and his enthusiasm for the 
drive is a wonderful gift.

His final words of wisdom before I head back to South 
Carolina: “Get those wheels balanced and enjoy! It’s a 
beautiful car.” 

Now I feel like I need a whole new Driver’s Ed class, just 
for driving this car. I’m hoping there’s a good YouTube 
for beginners. In the meantime, I’m renewing my love 
for ragtop- convertible riding, planning drives along 
winding country roads, feeling how the car handles the 
curves, feeling the acceleration of “Sport” and down-
shifting of “Manual” modes,  getting together with Carl-
ton and other Z-enthusiasts to talk cars, make repairs, 
and appreciate the quality of the Z3Roadster.
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I am an avid BMW enthusiast. Throughout my driving 
career I have owned 4 different BMWs – two of which 
are still in my possession. My passion for cars, and BMWs 
specifically, stems from my father who is a gearhead 
through and through. Growing up my father had sever-
al cars that he would either tinker, flip, or just enjoy, with 
five of them also being BMWs.

My first BMW was a Hellrot E36 318is that I purchased 
locally and thoroughly enjoyed for two years. Unfortu-
nately, I was convinced by friends to trade this car for 
something more practical in the harsh winters in the 
Chicagoland area. In retrospect this was a mistake that I 
will never live down.

I quickly came to my senses and purchased my next 
BMW which was an Artic Blue Metallic E24 635 CSI. My 
journey with this car started with a purchase in Texas fol-
lowed by a road trip back home to Indiana. As with any 
older vehicle this was not a smooth process, however 
it was a memorable experience due to all the challeng-
es involved… I eventually sold this car due to reliability 
concerns (insert BMW joke here), and the new owner 
has become a very close friend to my family and me. 

I then continued my journey by purchasing my Black 
Sapphire Metallic E82 128i that I still own to this day. This 

car has seen me mature and grow in the automotive 
world as I built the car as an extension of my personality. 
While being a daily driver I personalized this car with a 
full 1M exterior conversion, Style 74 wheels, BC Racing 
coil overs, and other miscellaneous odds and ends. This 
car continues to serve as my daily driver after nearly four 
years, however during this course of time I still longed 
for a “classic” BMW. 

My dream BMW has always been the fabled “Clownshoe” 
aka the E36/8 Z3 Coupe. After relocating to Florida and 
securing a career I would feverishly scrounge through 
classifieds and forums. Several cars appealed to my lik-
ings and made the shortlist, however one day a special 
car popped up and the rest is history…

The Z3C Story
On a calm January afternoon, I was browsing CarGu-
rus as normal when I found a low mileage, manual, Z3 
Coupe not too far from me that was just listed… At first, I 
thought it was just a regular old black Z3 coupe, howev-
er once I opened the listing, I realized it was something 
much greater. The car I stumbled upon was a 2000 BMW 
Z3 Coupe in Oxford Green Metallic with Walnut Interior 
and a 5-Speed Manual transmission, moreover the car 
only had 49K miles!!! I immediately called the dealership 
and begged them to take a cash deposit and to hold 

green z3 coupe

By MEGAN MIROWSKI

My 
Green 
Z3 
Coupe
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the car for me until the weekend when I could make the 
6-hour drive to pick it up. After much convincing the 
dealership abided, and the car was secured.

I shared my findings with a close friend who did some 
digging and realized this car was much more special 
beyond its options. After doing some research of the 
VIN and Z3 Coupe Registries we learned that this vehi-
cle was a 1 of 2 combination given the options (Exterior 
Color, Interior Color, Transmission, Sunroof, and Interi-
or Trim). After further digging and finding an options 
breakdown of this car we learned that it is an early pro-
duction vehicle that was potentially utilized by BMW. 
This is because of two specific option codes: S916A “De-
velopment Vehicle” and S903A “Photo Vehicle”. I have 
had intentions to reach out to BMW North America to 
further inquire regarding these options and the vehicles 
history, however I have not yet had the opportunity to 
do so. 

Vehicle specifics: 2000 BMW Z3 Coupe 2.8i, Manual 
Transmission, Oxford Green Exterior, Extended Walnut 
Interior, Sunroof, Aluminum Trimline.
After the longest work week of my life, I finally began 
the drive to pick up my dream vehicle, six hours later 
I arrived at the selling dealership and laid my eyes on 
it… Perfection is an understatement in terms of this 

vehicle, I was taken aback at how well the vehicle pre-
sented itself. This creampuff Z3 was well taken care of 
being a one-owner vehicle spending most of its life in 
the southwestern and southern united states, meaning 
no exposure to harsh road salts and conditions of the 
North. Like most older vehicles it did have some flaws 
such as inoperable air conditioning, peeling leather 
on the dashboard, a sagging headliner, and a leaking 
washer fluid pump – but those are all easily remedied. 
Although it made its way through two dealerships after 
being sold (or traded) by the original seller there was 
not much missing – the car came with both original 
keys & fobs, owner’s manual with roadside assistance 
packet, and other miscellaneous items. Aside from an 
aftermarket radio and (unfortunately) recovered leath-
er dash pods this vehicle was bone stock down to the 
fishbowl windows and air filter. Upon completion of the 
typical dealership paperwork experience my dream car 
was officially acquired and I began my journey home in 
awe.
As with most enthusiasts we always have dreams of ve-
hicle purchase and builds, and I am no exception. With 
the Z3 Coupe officially in my possession I set forth with 
building it into the clownshoe of my dreams, all while 
keeping the vehicle purchase secret from everyone out-
side of my immediate family and close friends – my goal 
was to debut the car at EuroTripper 8 as a surprise to 
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the world… Keep in mind this was only about six weeks 
from when the car was purchased! 

I immediately began reaching out to companies and 
scouring the internet finding the precise components 
to transform this vehicle. Over this short period of time, 
I obtained BC Racing coil overs, freshly rebuilt and refin-
ished BBS Style 32 wheels from California, AC Schnitzer 
front and rear bumper lips, clear housing side markers 
and side signals, chrome gauge cluster rings, and every 
LED bulb to replace any existing bulb possible. Once all 
the modifications to the car were complete, I detailed 
the vehicle with a two-step polishing process followed 
by a ceramic coating application which made the Ox-
ford Green Metallic paint glow… My mission was suc-
cessful as the build was complete, and my friends were 
completely stunned by it! Even when entering Eurotrip-
per the staff were stunned with the condition of my ve-
hicle and let me into the VIP section!!

With the hurdle of preparing the car for its introduction 
to the world over I began focusing on addressing the 
minor issues noted above. I first repaired the air condi-
tioning system because the Florida heat is no joke – this 
was accomplished by installing a new evaporator core 
and expansion valve. This was no simple task; however, 
my boyfriend and I were able to accomplish it in the ga-
rage with simple hand tools. The car was then brought 
to my local BMW dealership to properly lubricate and 
charge the system. Next up was handling the sagging 
headliner: all the upper interior trim pieces (pillars and 
headliner) were removed from the car and dropped off 

to be recovered in black suede. This tasteful modifica-
tion introduces some exotic materials for a nicer look 
and feel to the interior of the vehicle. At this time, I also 
ordered Alcantara material to recover the peeling dash 
panels and custom thread to color match the Walnut 
seats. While the car was down for this period, I also had 
the front bumper resprayed to undo years of road de-
bris damage.  All this work was completed within one 
month in time for my next event – Clean Culture Orlan-
do 2021. 

Over the following months I dialed back on tinkering 
with the vehicle and focused on attending local car 
events and taking it out on weekend cruises. The car 
was also brought to several out of town shows via trailer 
– Slammedenuff Charleston and Slammedenuff Gatlin-
burg. The most memorable experience with this vehicle 
for me, aside from the purchase, was driving through 
the Smokey Mountain National Park outside of Gatlin-
burg with my friends – there are so many amazing vid-
eos and photographs from this experience.

Over time the aftermarket leather on the recovered 
dashboards continued to shrink and delaminate which 
eventually became a major eyesore and a primary goal 
of mine to remediate. After stripping down the interior 
of the car and disassembling the dashboard I discov-
ered that the shop that previously recovered the cluster 
trim panel broke all the mounting tabs and glued every-
thing together. After several hours of scavenging, I was 
able to find a replacement assembly on eBay which I 
promptly ordered. All the dash panels were prepped by 
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removing the existing leather covering and adhesives 
in preparation for installation of the Alcantara material. 
These panels, along with the shift boot and handbrake 
boot, were dropped off to my interior trimmer of choice 
for the work to be completed. After a short period of 
time the parts were ready for pickup and reassembly, all 
just in time for the BMW Invasion of Orlando 2022. While 
redoing the dashboard I took advantage of this oppor-
tunity and replaced the dated aftermarket radio with a 
more up-to-date Alpine head unit with Apple CarPlay 
capabilities. 

BMW Invasion of Orlando was the latest event I attend-
ed where I joined the Zed Society club as a booth car 
and represented the Z3 Coupe community. I unexpect-
edly received TWO awards at this event – Best in Show 
from Zed Society and Best BMW Modified Class from 
BMW Invasion. I never in my life expected to own an 
award-winning car, as cliché as it sounds this journey 
has been a dream come true and I cannot wait to see 
what the future holds for me and my shoe.

Photos by Dan Levins
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MEET Z MEMBERS

We are always on the lookout for people who use their BMW Z for 
any activity outside of just cruizin. Why? Because meeting and talking 
with these folks usually makes for interesting content in this maga-
zine. Some people we’ve spoken with run autocross events, some 
have raced in professional or amateur sports car races, and now, we 
have just met two people who run a Z3 Coupe in rally racing.

Kelsey Stephens and her partner, Calvin Cooper, are based out of 
Edwardsville, Illinois. They run a BMW service shop there called Coo-
per Autoworks.  (www.cooperautoworks.com) They have both been 
in the driver and the navigator seats, and they race in stage rallies.  
Kelsey told us that she has the only BMW Z3 that does stage rally in 
the United States. “You know,” she said, “There are a lot of Subaru’s 
and Fords that rally but BMW’s are growing in popularity.”

Well, honestly, we didn’t know that because we haven’t been ardent 
followers of those racers who hang it out at top speed over roads 
that can be as challenging as they come. Gravel, asphalt, mud, what-
ever makes up the road’s surface is what these brave souls will race 
along on, looking to be the one car that does it better than the rest.

We asked Kelsey how she came to be involved in this difficult sport, 
and how she formed a partnership with a man who services BMWs 
for a living.  And why did she buy a BMW Z3 to participate in this Ford 
and Subaru-heavy sport anyway?

“Calvin and I met years ago when I was working at a pet food store. 
He kept coming in every week and suspiciously buying five pounds 
of food for his 50-pound dog.  Each time he came back he would 
come talk to me and one day he finally worked up the courage and 
asked me out.  We hit it off right away because of our shared love of 
cars. Now, I was not into BMWs at the time, but he had been repair-
ing them for people and really liked the brand.

“He was actually a software engineer, but he worked on BMWs in his 
spare time. He had gone to tech school when he was younger and 

By ANDREW S. HARTWELL

Kelsey Stephens – 
Winning At 
Speed In A 
Clown Shoe

“At first, to be honest, I wasn’t 
wild about it as a rally car. 

You sit really, really low in it.”
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worked on BMWs out of his garage at home. Some of our 
friends from the BMW club had him do work on their cars.  
When we met, he was more formally running it under the 
Cooper Autoworks name and later found a location for 
the shop.

“In our shop, we service all models of BMW, we are ex-
tremely passionate about them, and that is why we race 
BMWs in rallies. Our shop and rally team is called Cooper 
Autoworks. We’ll do anything from basic maintenance all 
the way up to building someone a race car. In fact, we 
are in the process of building a few more rally cars. Any-
thing that you would want to be built, that’s got a BMW 
emblem on it, we’re cool working on it. We also have a 
classic 2002 that really doesn’t get out enough so, yes, we 
love ‘em all!

“On our first date I told him I want to go do this rallying 
thing and when I have the money maybe I’ll get myself a 
rally car. I took him down to his first rally near my home-
town. There was an E30 there competing and he kind of 
went, ‘Oh! BMWs can do rally. Okay, awesome. When can 
we build a car?’ 

“We started out crewing for the guy who owned that E30. 
We used that time to learn everything we could from him 
about the sport. And in the next year we bought that car 
from him and started rallying in it together. The number 
we put on that car is 723, which is the anniversary of our 
first date.  You know, it was on that first date that we had 
talked about Rally and so it all just kind of worked out and 
now, here we are. 

“Stage rally is a really exciting motorsport. We rallied to-
gether for four years with him driving and me navigating 
in the E30. We’ve done over 20 rallies together. Calvin and 

I have both taken turns as drivers and navigators. We now 
have two different cars that we each drive. We’ve won a 
couple of regional championships and have had several 
podium finishes.” 

A primer on Stage Rallying: For the uninitiated, stage ral-
ly is a point-to-point race held on public roads through 
National Forests and rural countryside. The driver and 
their co-driver cover hundreds of miles both day and 
night. The event is broken up into smaller timed sections 
called stages where the cars can race flat out on closed 
roads, as well as non-competitive sections called transits. 
Their stage times are totaled to determine the winner. It’s 
on these stages that the cars reach speeds upwards of 
100mph across a variety of surfaces, including gravel, dirt, 
sand, rocks, tarmac, mud, and even snow and ice, while 
encountering massive jumps, water crossings, wildlife, 
and just about any other type of hazard imaginable. The 
driver and co-driver need to work seamlessly together in-
side the car and trust each other implicitly to come out 
on top. 

For most of their rally career, Calvin drove and Kelsey Co-
drove. The driver’s role is pretty obvious, to drive the car. 
The secret to going so fast over hundreds of miles without 
getting lost is the Co-Driver’s pacenotes. Kelsey explained 
“The teams go out on reconnaissance where they get to 
see the stages and write what we call Pacenotes. These 
are extremely detailed turn by turn instructions written 
in a special shorthand so that the driver gets advanced 
notice of every feature of the road. This helps us go flat 
out with confidence because we know what turns are up 
ahead. Sometimes a rally will run with each car having to 
make two passes over the same route. Even if you drive a 
stage twice, it can completely change on you. For exam-
ple, at Ohio almost every year, it will rain,  in the middle of 
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the day. You’ll go out and you’ll drive a stage and it’ll be 
completely dry and with tons of grip and then you’ll be 
at service and it’ll start thunder storming and you’ll have 
to go back out and drive it in the pouring rain. So even if 
you get to drive the stage more than one pass, chances 
are it’s still going to look a lot different than the first time 
that you saw it.” 
Kelsey and Calvin found a Z3 Coupe and decided they 
could pay for it by using the parts to build another rally 
car. Then it all became a question of fit and purpose.

“When we purchased the 1999 Z3 ‘Clown Shoe’, it was 
already set up to rally. Our original plan was for it to be 
a parts car. We saw that it has a very desirable Reiger ral-
ly suspension and all of the safety equipment. When we 
bought it, we were building a 318ti rally car, the hatch-
back, and we bought the Z3 thinking we would recoup 
the cost by pulling the parts off of it for that car. 

“The joke with that car is, if the shoe fits, wear it! The guy 
we bought the car from, got it onto the trailer for us. 
When we got it home, we had trouble getting it off the 
trailer. Calvin said, ‘I can’t really get into this car. Can you 
get in here and get it off the trailer?’  I climbed in and it 
fit me perfectly. Now I’m only five-foot-tall on a good day 
so, you know, usually my experience in a race car is I get 
in and I have no hopes or dreams of ever reaching any of 
the pedals. The fact that I hopped in this car and could 
reach those pedals, got me thinking about being a BMW 
rally driver!

“I was kind of teasing him about the car a little bit.  I said 
I was kind of sad that we were going to take it apart be-
cause it was a really cool car. One day he said, ‘I have a 
birthday present for you, but I can’t really give it to you on 
your birthday.’ He took me down to Rally Ready in Texas 
and we did a couple of days of driver training there so 
that I could get used to the car. Next, we headed to Ohio 

so that I could drive my first rally as a driver. I don’t think 
he will ever top that birthday present.”

That first time out in the Z3 Coupe was not one with a 
natural fit for Kelsey.  It took some time for her to form a 
more complete and satisfying impression of her new ride.

“At first, to be honest, I wasn’t wild about it as a rally car. 
You sit really, really low in it. It’s got a Roadster kind of 
seating position. The nose of the car is really long.  At my 
first event I really struggled because I just really felt like I 
couldn’t see. Once I got used to it and started to get more 
comfortable with the car after several rallies, I found the 
balance of the coupe was just amazing. 

“You know, I feel like it kind of makes me look like maybe 
a little bit of a better driver than what I really am some-
times.  It is just such a well-balanced car and the cool 
thing is, no matter where I go, because it’s so different 
and rare, even if people don’t care about BMWs or don’t 
know anything about BMWs, they look at it and go, ‘what 
the heck is that thing?’ It starts a lot of really fun conversa-
tions, even if the people aren’t into BMWs, they still want 
to come see what in the world that thing is because 
they’ve never seen one at a rally before.”

This fall, Kelsey will be entering a bigger contest than she 
has ever competed in before.  Being a woman, she is ex-
actly the kind of driver this challenge was created for.

“In October, I will compete in the Rebelle rally. (https://
www.rebellerally.com/) It’s the longest navigational rally 
in the United States and it’s an all-women’s event. I will ac-
tually be the first to compete in a BMW at that event and 
I’ll be taking our X5. That’s something that’s really exciting. 
This is an international level event. I’ve only competed as 
a regional competitor in stage rally.:
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“There was a waiting list to become a competitor and, 
cost wise, it is a very expensive event. I’ve worked incred-
ibly hard to be able to get partnerships and sponsorships 
for the entry fee so that I could go out and do this event. 
For the stage rally, we’ve always been self-funded. I feel 
fortunate that folks that have seen how I’ve done in stage 
rally believed in me enough to want to support me to do 
the Rebelle.”

Kelsey and Calvin are new members to the ZSCCA, but 
veteran members of the BMW car club world. They tru-
ly appreciate the camaraderie and sportsmanship that 
comes from being with likeminded car lovers, bonded by 
a sport or a marque.

“We’re in the St. Louis region of the BMWCCA and we’re in 
the E30 chapter as well because of our E30 rally car. That’s 
what kind of inspired me to find the Z chapter, because 
I knew there was an E30 chapter. And so, I figured, you 
know, the Z chapter might want to see a Z rally car. I also 
want to point out that the rally community is fantastic. 

“There’s lots of motor sports to choose from, but the rally 
community has always been incredibly supportive. At the 
first rally that I ever went to they gave me a clipboard and 
they let me do tech inspection. And that was my first-
time seeing women in race suits out there competing. 
I was immediately welcomed in the community. I asked 
questions, people were happy to help. When Calvin and 
I wanted to crew, the guys that we crewed for taught us 
as much as they could about the sport while we were 
working on their car for them at rallies. 

“One example is when we were contending for the cham-
pionship against the driver of an RX7.  It came down to 
this one event. Whoever got more points at that event 
was probably going to win the championship.  Well, we 
had slid off the road and hit a tree and busted out our 
window and caused some damage to our car. The guy 
we were competing against for the championship could 
have just said ‘cool’ and ‘now I get the points.’  He didn’t 
do that. He came running over to us and when he saw 
our car, he said ‘let me help you guys. I’m not winning this 
championship just because you guys had an issue. I want 
to win it because I honestly beat you on time.’ He then left 
his car at his service area and spent time working with 
us to get us back in the race!   That is what I mean by a 
fantastic community!”

Due to a scheduling conflict, Kelsey and Calvin are un-
able to attend ZFEST in Colorado this year.  Kelsey told us 
she loves Colorado but having just joined the ZSCCA, the 

timing just wasn’t right.

“We have another commitment at the same time as 
ZFEST, but I love any excuse to visit Colorado! I think Z 
Fest lines up with another event - I think the Summer 
Snow drift - where we’re actually going to be racing both 
cars. What’s really cool is, when we race both cars, there’s 
another couple who comes with us. Our friend Michael 
co drives with Calvin and Michael’s girlfriend, Olivia, co 
drives for me. We get to be two couples and the girls get 
one car; the guys get the other. So that’s always really fun.” 

That spirit of sportsmanship and community that Kelsey 
and Calvin have found in the world of rallying is infused 
in their approach to helping others in need, both at the 
track and at the shop. 

Kelsey: “I will help any competitor that asks for help, es-
pecially if they want to get into co-driving, because that’s 
something I have a lot of experience with.” 

That sure sounds like what so many members of the ZSC-
CA bring to this club; a spirit of friendship and assistance 
that bonds us all. We are fortunate and very pleased to 
know that Kelsey and Calvin have now joined our com-
munity of friendz and we look forward to meeting them 
in person, perhaps at ZFEST 2023.
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Detailing and Service Clinic:

On 03/26/22 we held our 5th event of 2022, a detailing 
and service clinic for our wonderful BMW Z series cars. 
The event was held at my home. Mike McDonough had 
a great hands-on presentation by detailing a beautiful 
Dakar Yellow BMW Z3 M. I added some finishing touch-
es with a good cleaning under the hood and in the in-
terior and trunk area.

We also checked for problem codes on a BMW Z4, using 
a Foxwell 510 with BMW software. I spent time teach-
ing some people on how to run full diagnostic code 
checks using that equipment on the Z4.  We found a 
few stored codes for different issues that the car had, 
and I was able to provide some understanding as to 
what the codes were. All in all, it was a wonderful but 
chilly day for all that attended.. 

Area Rep Reports –Summer 2022 Issue

Stephen Kline - Zee Central Virginia Roadsters and 
Coupes York County High Car Show:  

On Saturday March 19th , Zee Central Virginia Roadsters 
and Coupes had its 4th Event of 2022. We also set up a 
detail and service clinic for March 26th. 

Three Zee Central  cars took the back roads into York-
town VA., using Old US Rt 60 to I64 and backroads to 
Robert van Zandt’s home. Where we were to meet two 
more Z’s for Donuts & Coffee and attend the 13th York 
County High Car Show. While at the car show we met 
several new prospective members of the ZSCCA  who 
seemed to be very interested in our club and I think 
will join us soon. One potential member, who recently 
joined our Facebook page, showed up with a 1996 Z3 
. He said he saw on Facebook that we were going on 
this cruize and decided to attend and meet the group. 

Another potential member of the ZSCCA had just pur-
chased her new G29 Z4. 

I was lucky enough to win the 50/50 raffle and a very 
nice door prize. Bob van Zandt was also lucky as he  
won a nice door prize . 

On the way home we took Old US RT17 to the Colonial 
Parkway, following the Parkway into Williamsburg, VA. 
We then took the James River Ferry to old US Rt 10 back 
into central VA. area. 

All said, everyone who attended had a blast on this 
great day .

AREA REP REPORTs



SUMMER 2022     19

Richmond Cars and Coffee:

On Saturday, April 2nd, Zee Central Virginia Roadsters 
and Coupes had a Z Swarm to Richmond Cars and 
Coffee,  at the old Regency Mall. It was a very cool 
morning but sunny and the temperature began to rise 
quickly. Many very nice cars showed up, ranging from 
imports to super nice classic cars.  There was a good 
showing of Classic European cars including two Ferrari 
Diablo’s and two early model Jaguars XKs.  We also saw 
a very nice 356 Porsche Coupe as well as many other 
Porsches. There were even some one- off, factory built, 
American classic automobiles. In my opinion, the eye 
candy was fantastic and could not have been much 
better than it was.

Military Aviation Museum: 

On Wednesday April 13th, our group took a great drive 
to the Military Aviation Museum, stopping for a won-
derful brunch at The Bee & The Biscuit.  As for the lunch 
stop, well, after all, the Zee Central Roadsters & Coupes 
moto is “We Drive to Eat”! 

Nancy and John Griggs led this event, doing the 
much-needed planning to avoid interstate traffic and 
finding this wonderful restaurant. 

The Military Aviation Museum is located just south of 
Virginia Beach and has a huge collection of WW1 & 
WW2 aircraft. According to our guide,  all of the aircraft 
in this museum still fly.  Some of the planes go back as 
far as 1909. 

We made the return trip via interstate roads. What a 
mistake that was. We had several delays, including get-
ting across the Hampton Roads Tunnel. After the group 
split up, I was on I95 N in Richmond, driving in the 
far-right lane. A truck pulling a flatbed came into the 
highway right on top of me almost killing me and my 
wife! If it would not have been for my evasive driving 
by going into the pull off lane, I am sure I would not be 
writing this today. However, it turned out that, all said 
and done, it was a great day and a lot of fun for every-
one who attended.

Dominion Raceway:

On Saturday, April  16th we held a second event this 
week.  We attended Dominion Raceway for a ‘Track At-
tack’. What a fun event it was! We first took a very in-
formative track driving class, and then we hit the track 
for three separate sessions of ten laps of  progressive 
speed lapping.  We started each consecutive  session 
with the fastest lap of the previous session. For the last 
session, they lined up the fastest cars in the front of the 
pack.  Yours truly was in the group at the front. We were 
able to catch up to the slower cars in just four laps! I 
truly believe it might have been the best time I have 
had on the track in a very long  time!
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Annual British & European Car Show:

On April 23rd we participated in our 9th event of 2022, 
with many of our good ZSCCA members in attendance. 
We drove to the 22nd Annual British & European Car 
Show.  The 5-car group left McDonalds at Bottoms 
Bridge at 8AM. The drive into historic Williamsburg, VA 
was about 50 miles, traveling down historic US Rt60 . 
We arrived at about 9:15 AM and were joined by seven 
more Z’s for a fun filled day with some great cars. The 
Cars of Queens were the featured Marques at this year’s 
show, which meant there were plenty of Bentleys and 
Rolls Royce’s and other such marques being displayed.

This was a judged show and so, at about 2:30 PM, the 
trophy winners were announced . All three BMW class 
trophies went to ZSCCA members! 1st went to Dan, 
with his Laguna Seca Blue with Steel Gray & Black inte-
rior  2001 M Roadster. 2nd place went to Mike, in his al-
ways nicely detailed Z4 with Red interior. The final win-
ner was Craig, taking 3rd in his Imola Red 2 with Imola 
red and Black interior.

All said, we had a great day and a lot of fun enjoying 
some great cars. 

CCCCVA and Pamplin Park Car Show:

 In May, we attended the CCCCVA and Pamplin Park car 
show. The weather was calling for moderate rains and 

thunderstorms and this dropped participation by quite 
a bit.  As most of us know, rain is not good for an out-
door car show. In the end, the weather really wasn’t too 
bad. We had a shower around 8AM that lasted about 20 
minutes and a short storm around 10 AM. That was all 
the rain that fell. 

According to the show producers,  over 500 cars pre-reg-
istered but less than 100 came out to the show. Because 
of the reduced car numbers, the number of classes was 
reduced considerably.  Just as an example there was 
supposed to be import classes from 1900 - 1940 , 1941-
1960 , 1961-1985 and 1985 to current for both stock and 
modified classes.
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Awards in this show are earned by a combination of 
both popular vote and judged points. Added together 
they give a total vote count that determines the winners. 
The low turnout meant all import cars were grouped 
into one class.  I was lucky enough to take second in the 
import class.

Irwin Block - Suncoast Z’s
Meet & Greet:  

Our Suncoast Z’s - Fort Myers, Florida Meet & Greet on 
Mar-20th was a huge success. Thanks so much to all that 
participated. We had 20 cars come out which included 
about all generations of the BMW Z’s. We had a Z1, Z3 
Roadsters, Z3 Coupe, Z4 (E85) Roadsters, Z4M Roadsters, 
Z4 Coupes, Z4 (E89) Roadsters, Z4 (G29) Roadsters, Z8 
and an I8 Roadster. We had members travel from as far 
away as South Carolina, Miami and Clear Water to join 
us. 

There were many great photo opportunities and a 
chance to see all these cars up close and share their 
unique stories. Unfortunately, with the great turnout 
came a bit of a crammed-up group photo but, so be 
it. We also had a chance to talk about future drives and 
other events. Special thanks to Tom Klee who displayed 
his Z1, Z8 and I8 cars and to Dale Nees who loaned me 
a camera for the photos. 

Howard Solomon Castle Tour:
The SW Florida Suncoast Z group (Irwin Block) along 
with the Tampa Area Z’s (Will Vargas) gathered on 
1-May-22 to visit the home, galleries, antique auto col-
lection and workshop of internationally renowned art-
ist Howard Solomon. We had an opportunity to tour 
the Castle, walk the beautiful nature trails and enjoy 
a delightful lunch at the Boat in the Moat Restaurant. 
Solomon’s Castle inspires not just the artist in you but 
connects with your designer, builder and mechanical 
interests. A unique place. 

We organized three meeting points that allowed us to 
travel together in smaller groups thru the farms and cit-
rus groves of central Florida, each having a designated 
drive leader and making the drive to the Castle where 
we met in the parking lot.  One group from the Naples/
Fort Myers area, a second from Venice/Sarasota and a 
third group from the Tampa area.  Along the way some 
of us had the opportunity to stop at the Myakka River 
crossing to view several alligators in the wild. 

A great turnout with 16 Z cars and 2 M2 Comps trying 
to keep up.  It was a nice and relaxing visit with time to 
socialize and get better acquainted with some of the 
Z owners in our area.  We look forward to more joint 
events between the Suncoast and Tampa Z groups in 
the not too distant future.

Carlton Greene - SC Foothills
BMW Foundation:  

On January 22nd the SC Foothills group met the Char-
lotte group at the BMW Foundation for a last tour of 
the Z cars on display there. We gazed at Z1s, Z3s, Z4s, 
Z8s and M editions. There were racing versions and one 
special Z3 in Sundown brown. From there we cruised to 
Mutts to enjoy great BBQ and conversation.
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Bullington Gardens – Linville Falls: 

On Saturday April 9th, the SC Foothills group attempt-
ed a drive to Linville Falls but with 2 inches of snow 
on the ground we drove plan B instead. It was a great 
route through roads with blooming azaleas and daffo-
dils lining our path. We cruised one of our favorite roads 
to Lake Lure and Bat Cave before heading to Bullington 
Gardens. Unfortunately, the plants were in between 
blooms although we did see a few. Next, we drove to 
Sierra Nevada Brewing for a great lunch and many in-
teresting conversations. It was a shorter drive than we 
had planned but still great fun.

DIY Day:  

SC Foothills enjoyed a DIY day with several cars and 
members present. We had a rare violet Z3 with a cool-
ant leak and some cars that needed minor fixes like 
door gaskets etc. We ran codes with a Foxwell 530 
and diagnosed some issues. At lunch time we all got 
to have foot long hotdogs with all the fixings. It was a 
great time.



SUMMER 2022     23

Randy Carter
We attended the Safe Harbor 
Peninsula Yacht Club car show on 
April 23rd. We were lucky to have 
two beautiful Z-8’s there. The blue 
one is owned by a fellow ZSCCA 
member, Mike Smiley. His Z-8 has 
an interesting history. The red one 
is owned by a Yacht Club member 
and only has 16,000 miles on it. 

z spot for photoz

Do you have a great photo of your Z that you really love? Send it to editor@zscca.org, along with a short 
caption and we might just feature it in Z SPOT FOR PHOTOZ! 

My ( Randy Carter) car is the 1998 
Z3M Roadster.  There were a 
number of new and old cars of all 
makes there.  One of my favorites 
was the silver Alfa Romeo Mon-
treal.
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Wil Vargas 
Loves His Zs
BY WIL VARGAS

MEET Z MEMBERS

My family is originally from Puerto Rico, but 
I was born and raised in Youngstown, Ohio.  
Youngstown was known for its steel mills which 
supplied much of the steel used by the top three 
American automakers.  I must have been 7 when 
I first helped my dad work on his car and by help, 
I mean holding the flashlight which I could never 
seem to hold in the right place for very long. But 
from that moment I was hooked and fell in love 
with the automobile. 

I remember when I was 13 years old and my older 
cousin had just bought a 57 Chevy Impala and he 
paid me to wash it.  So, after washing it - and with-
out asking - I had to drive the car.  So, I jumped 
in and put it into gear, pressed in the clutch and 
turned it on.  I was able to release the clutch and 
get the car going and moments later I could see 
my cousin in the rear-view mirror waving his arms 
and yelling at me to stop but I kept on going.  It 
was terrifying and exciting at the same time con-
sidering I’ve never driven a car before let alone 
a manual one.  I drove around the block in first 
gear and when I got back to my cousin’s house 
I thought he was going to me mad but on the 
contrary, he had a big smile on his face and asked 
me “How was it?”  Great! I said. 

We love to see photos and hear 
stories about how people came to 
be Z owners.  Wil Vargas shared 
these photos with us, and he gave 
us a little background on his life 
and how Z’s came to be in his 
garage.
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When I was old enough to officially drive 
my dad helped me buy a 64 Chevy Impala 
which I enjoyed for a few years before join-
ing the Air Force.  My first duty station in the 
AF was to the Republic of Panama and that 
is when I first saw automobiles that were not 
Chevy, Ford, or Chrysler.  I still remember to 
this day the first BMW that caught my eye. I 
was parking my Honda Civic in the parking 
garage and as I started to walk away from 
my car this black Clown Shoe drove right by 
me and that was my first encounter with a 
Z. 

While stationed in Panama I met the love of 
my life, Gladys, and we have been together 
for 32 years.  We have a daughter (Karina) 
and son (Soriam).  As I continued through 
my career in the AF I was stationed in En-
gland and saving up for my first BMW Z, but the stork 
arrived with Karina and my BMW Z nest egg was repur-
posed.  So I retired from the AF and ended up in Tampa, 
FL and continued to work and currently a Senior VP at 
Citibank but my passion is working on cars, specifically 
BMWs; the way they are designed makes sense to me, I 
must of been German in another life. Finally, four years 
ago I bought my first BMW Z. 

The car in these photos is a 2007 Z4M Coupe in Sepang 
Bronze Metallic.  There were only 68 in this color and 
mine was #32 produced.  This one is unique since it’s 
the only Sepang Bronze Metallic over Black Extended 
Napa Leather with Madeira Walnut Wood Trim, so it’s a 
1 of 1. 
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In 2018, I was looking for a weekend car and considered 
a BMW M2, Honda S2000 or a Clown Shoe.  I wasn’t even 
aware the Z4 M Coupes existed until I stumbled across 
one and was fortunate that this one was nearby (only 3 
miles away).  So, I went to check it out and initially I wasn’t 
a fan of the color and the car had over 152,000 miles and 
needed a bunch of mechanical work.  Luckily, I enjoyed 
working on my own cars but never worked on BMWs and 
was a bit concerned I would end up with a money pit.  

I’ve owned the car close to 4 years now and have rebuilt 
the complete rear end, refreshed the transmission to in-
clude clutch and dual mass flywheel, rebuilt and upgrad-
ed the VANOS, rod bearings, upgraded oil pump just to 
name a few repairs. Though it was a lot of work it’s been 
a labor of love and have grown to love the color and now 
it’s my favorite color.  

After purchasing this one I’ve was so addicted to the de-
sign of the car that I bought a 2007 Z4 Coupe (non-M 
with an Automatic in Blue) as my daily driver and found 
a 2006 Z4M Roadster in Sepang Bronze Metallic.  So, for 
a period of time I owned matching pair of Sepang’s.  I 
affectionately call them my triplets.  
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When Homecoming at the BMW Factory ended, former Editor of CN, Mike Noble, delivered many of the sentiments his 
fellow Z club members were feeling.  In his editorial column in the  fall 2008 issue, Mike thanks BMW for their support 
and suggests a new event may be possible, but nothing is certain.  Thanks to Amy and Wayne Lester, and others who 
had a vision for the future, ZFEST became our new signature event.  We thought you might enjoy reading Mike’s com-
ments in that uncertain time when Homecoming ended and before ZFEST was born.
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area rep

The real beauty of the ZSCCA is the friendships and fun that 
come from bringing people with like interests together to 
go for adventures, and attend special local events, and take 
fun cruizes to places new and old. On the national level, we 
have our annual ZFEST event once each year. Now, that is 
one super happening, but did you know great events can 
happen almost all year long, if there are good people willing 
to lead them?

Outside of the all-volunteer board members, and the general 
membership at large, there is a select group of folks with-
in this club who recognize it takes a willing leader to bring 
people together within their local – and sometimes, neigh-
boring – areas. These are the good people who volunteer to 
become Area Representatives. Reps work to plan road trips 
and cruizes and get-togethers that reignite – or form the 
foundations for – lasting friendships.

There are attributes that make for good representatives, in-
cluding having good organizational skills, an outgoing per-
sonality that enjoys being with people, strong communica-
tions skills, and knowing how to get others to help you plan 
and deliver enjoyable events. If you have what it takes, there 
is a strong support network in place for new and current 
Area Reps that will guide you through the learning process 
and support you in your role as a leader. 

The benefits include, but are not limited to:
• Having a small annual budget from ZSCCA to support   
 area activities.
• Opportunity to work with other Area Reps sharing ideas  
 and best practices and to co-sponsor events for members.
• Receiving direct support from the Area Rep Manage   
 which includes:
  a. ZSCCA support materials such as business cards, ID  
   badge, club brochures
  b. Setting up area Facebook page and individual Area  
   Rep email address
  c.  Monthly support meetings
  d. Individual support via email consultation and the  
   exclusive Area Rep Facebook    
  e. Backup support of area Facebook page

What do you say? 
Want to be the kind of go-to leader every club needs?

To learn more, reach out to Jay Parnes, our National Area 
Rep Manager, at areachair@zscca.org

Jay knows what areas are currently in need of a leader and 
he can guide you through the process!

Not Everyone Can Be A Leader. CAN YOU?

Stephen and Karen Kline
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We would like to show some of your original works of art here 
in the pages of our magazine.  Why not share your talents 
with your fellow members?  Everyone enjoys seeing what 
others with artistic vision can create from a blank canvas.

Now, we are a car club after all, so illustrations of cars – es-
pecially Z cars – are right up our driveway!  But, many of us 
can appreciate quality art work representing many facets of 
life.  If you have the talent to show others the world as viewed 
through your pencil, brush or related tools, please do share 
some of your finished work with us!

This isn’t a contest and no prizes will be awarded.  We just 
want to highlight the many talented people out there in the 
ZSCCA by providing a venue to show your work.
Requirements:

1. You must be a current, paid member of the ZSCCA 
 to participate.
2. Do not submit anything you yourself did not create. If it  
 isn’t an original work, we can’t include it in the magazine.
3. For the immediate future, please do not submit 
 photographs. We may ask you for your best shots at a  
 later date but not right now. OK?
4. Submissions should be scans or high resolution 
 photographs taken of your original artwork.  Make it look  
 the best you can so you look the best you can!
5. You can send your original works via email to 
 editor@zscca.org
6. Please include your name, email address,  and any 
 comments you wish to include to help the reader learn  
 more about you and your artistic pursuits.
7. Please ensure the contact information you provide in  
 your email is accurate in case we need to follow up 
 with you.

Remember too that we have limited space available in the 
magazine so there may be some works that we cannot in-
clude in print.  We also reserve the right to choose not to 
publish works that may be deemed offensive or otherwise 
inappropriate for presentation in these pages. But, we en-
courage you to think inclusion rather than exclusion and 
show us your work!

Artists Wanted!Mike’s World

Mike Attiani’s 
             BMW World
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Idle Thoughts
It’s 10:47 A.M. Saturday, January 8th, 2022.  I’m drum-
ming the fingers of my left hand on my desk while hold-
ing a cup of coffee in my right-hand staring at my iMac. 
I’m looking at Facebook pages and YouTube videos, and 
drift off every so often to think about my ‘Z’ in the ga-
rage.

There’s turbulent weather due later this afternoon, so a 
day to go out to rotate tires is put off till things settle 
down. It’s not that I’m resigned to keep my ‘Z’ corralled 
during a winter storm, it’s just that I don’t want to wash 
it after a romp driving it in the rain. And it is cold. Not 
East Coast Cold, West Coast Cold, which on the surface 
is much warmer than what is experienced along the 
eastern coast, but for hereabout it is cold enough. 

I feel that at the very least I should be doing something 
to improve my ‘Z’s’ lot. Like, put on another coat of ce-
ramic wax, checking the air pressure in the tires, detail 
my interior, etc., but I’ve done that. My ‘Z’ is shiny, the 
wheels/tires pristine, the interior acceptable, okay, may-
be there I can give it a touch more consideration, but 
otherwise, everything is good. 

The most recent oil change was only a month ago, and 
while I recently watched the odometer tick over 175,000 
miles my ‘Z’ is up to date. Cooling system, Check. Vanos, 
Check, Gaskets, Check, Smog Test, Passed. Spark plugs, 
coils, brake rotors, and pads are on the “To-Due” list, but 
they won’t be due until late Spring. 

In the meantime, the walls of my home during the latest 
version of COVID are closing in. I want to drive. I want 
to drive fast with the top down. I want to see full lakes 

and reservoirs and hints of new growth and flowers. I 
want to drive up the coast now that the roads are emp-
ty. I want to find a rocky cove and photograph crashing 
waves. I want to see whales, but they’re still frolicking off 
Baja California. I want to hang out with my friends and 
rib them a bit. I want to win the lottery, but I’m too un-
lucky to purchase a ticket thinking that I have a chance 
to win.

However, if I did, I’d play Santa Claus and have a ball giv-
ing it away. Trouble is, I’d still want to drive my ‘Z,’ live 
nearby and be within arm’s reach of my family. Since 
I’ve swam in the Pacific, dipped my toes in the Atlantic, 
splashed about in the Caribbean, flown in an airplane, 
sailed on a ship, traveled on a train, rode in a Greyhound 
bus, and walked along numerous beaches, I guess that 
the only thing left for me to do is to go into space. 

Maybe I’ll make reservations on a BMW Z3 space mod-
ule, with the “Z” standing for “Zoom.” I just hope that it is 
not manual, seats at least four with room for a small dog, 
and doesn’t have Gopher Teeth Grills on it. Look, if I have 
to live with plastic bits and pieces at least I’d want to fly 
in a spaceship that doesn’t need braces. 

Back to the Future
The exact moment when you realize that a slight miscal-
culation occurred happens during the  split second you 
begin hearing crushing and scraping metallic sounds. It 
is the bone-cringing reverberation of jagged fingernails 
scratching a blackboard.

The realization that the worse is over is the quiet that fol-
lows the termination of motion. The moment your belief 
in humanity and the kindness of people is restored soon 
thereafter when strangers stop to help and check to see 
if you are all right. 

By the time the Highway Patrol departs, and your vehicle 
lifted onto a tow truck pulls away you begin a process 
of figuring out what to do next. There is remorse, guilt, 
self-reflection, and loss to contend with. There is also re-
lief, as in my case where no other vehicle or person was 
involved, and no major injury was sustained.  

The process of dealing with insurance coverage is 
well-rehearsed and methodical steps are initiated one 
after another. The final resolution may take weeks to fi-
nally play out. You wait. 

muzingz

By ARTHUR COFRESI
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In the meantime, you may consider walking away from 
that element in your life. You put yourself in danger. Oth-
er innocents may have been involved. Do you want to 
experience that unfortunate event again? Or, maybe you 
feel that the moment was a fluke, a slight error, a minor 
miscalculation. Something you most likely will never re-
peat ever again, or so you say. 

Over the next several days you evaluate the potential 
totality of the loss, the fracture of companionship, and 
the commonality you have with acquired beloved and 
honored friends. Not to mention the events that com-
prise a sliver of your life that is a rallying point that acts as 
a buffer to fend off the mundane and ordinary routine of 
day-to-day living.

You debate internally. Whatever the decision you have 
has to be resolute. Stay or leave, there can be no middle 
ground. And with a choice determined you find yourself 
“Back to the Future.” 

The missing element to restore the past and maintain 
the present is the replacement vehicle and to reacquire 
that you have to look to the future. And so, it was, a casu-
al web search that was initially intended to browse list-
ings resulted in a happenstance where the last offering 
at the bottom of the page caught my eye just as I was 
about to look elsewhere. 

It was available. It was a Z4, two years older than Julius 
but with several thousand fewer miles on the odometer. 
It had a stick shift and “Yes” the dealership would allow 
me to have it inspected by my trusted BMW Service Ad-
visor. 

It was in good condition, not perfect but presentable. 
The inspection report came back clean and the deal was 
made. At the moment one will be hard pressed to find a 
comparable vehicle in my area. I feel fortunate. 

However, it is not in my nature to just settle for ‘fortunate.’ 
I know from experience that there is more a Z can offer 
and like in the past the journey to capture that potential 
and add elements of flare to make it unique is just ‘my 
will’ away. I begin with new spark plugs, recycled coils, a 
strut brace, a muffler delete… 

The Event
It’s early Monday evening. You’ve just returned home 
from an uneventful day. Dinner will be about twenty 
minutes late, but everything else seems to be in order. 
The mail is, well mail with nothing pressing. Hector, the 

pooch is happy to see you, as always, even though you 
don’t know why. Your significant other said something. 
You’re not sure what, but it doesn’t seem urgent. It can 
wait. 

You have a minute to relax and get comfortable. You 
take an extra moment to log into your computer and see 
if there are any driving events scheduled for the week-
end. There is. You think to yourself, “Yeah, That’s doable.” 
It’s been a few weeks since you’ve stretched out the legs 
of your Z.  Better check the weather.

The rest of the evening passes without distraction and 
you take the opportunity to think about what you need 
to do to get ready for the ride. There are some mainte-
nance items to consider, but an oil change is not merited 
at the moment. Nor are there other fluid changes or me-
chanical issues. Tire pressures have to be checked, radios 
recharged and a good cleaning overall is due. 

The ride is scheduled to begin at 8:30 A.M. at a small 
coffee and breakfast stop about four towns away. The 
planned route is a lengthy three and a half hours long 
with maybe one or two stops. It looks like a group of sev-
en to ten drivers will attend. Mostly Z3s, two Z4’s, and a 
silver “Clown Shoe.” While all the ‘Z’s’ attending are beau-
tiful and well maintained the “Clown Shoe” stands out. 
It has been repainted, ceramic coated with new seats 
installed. The wheels are original, but they have been re-
furbished. The tires, from a recent photo, look new. While 
it is not an “M” version it still is impressive both in appear-
ance and performance. Maybe someday I should…

As you continue to conjure up your mental checklist of 
things you have to do to prepare for the ride, the first 
and foremost that comes to mind is a car wash. If you 
leave work early on Friday, and if you don’t get caught up 
in traffic you might have an extra hour to wash and de-
tail the Z proper. It’s not that dirty. There’s a gooey mess 
of bugs that you didn’t clean off completely from the 
last time you took your Z out. There is also a number of 
flattened bugs on the windshield. You think out loud, “It 
looks like some frogs will go hungry tonight?” You smile 
to yourself, “Well it’s kind of funny,” you reason. “Kinda.” 

The wheels will have to be done, of course. You hate do-
ing wheels. And why is it that no matter how well or how 
often you scrub and wash the convertible top, there is 
always a faded streak that shows through as off-color? 
And then you ponder, “Should I vacuum or not?”
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Friday arrives and you rush to get things done. It’s taken 
a bit longer than anticipated, but you managed to give 
yourself about an hour to wash your roadster. You pre-
pare the soapy wash and lightly rinse your Z. You only do 
a cursory job on the wheels with a soft bristle brush and 
drag a wash glove across the canvas top. Rinse, repeat, 
now going over the wheel openings, the grill, and the 
rear of the car. Finally, the sides and trunk, and hood area. 
A final spray from the hose and it’s time to dry. The water 
droplets give a fight at first but succumb to the soft fin-
gers of the microfiber cloth. Sunlight is running out, so 
you have to choose: A detailing spray or tire shine? 

You decide on the tire shine as the painted surface in the 
fading sunlight looks “Marvelous.” There is an approving 
voice from inside the garage. You respond with a smile. 
All that is left is a good night’s sleep and a fill-up. Note 
to self: Don’t let the ‘Shoe’ get ahead of you. Make him 
follow you for a change. 

Turtles, Cheetahs and Hares, oh my…
Many, if not most of you are familiar with these terms. 
They refer to the types of ‘Z’ drivers and their driving 
styles on display during “ZFest.” On casual glance, the 
terms place a driving trait on said vehicle operator, but 
have you ever thought about what the terms really 
mean and the type of individual that identifies with that 
description?

For example, say a “Turtle or Tortoise.” In the vernacular 
of a ‘Z’ driver it does not necessarily mean someone who 
by nature is slow. Remember, anyone who drives a BMW 
Ultimate Driving Machine is not inherently someone 
drives in the slow lane if given a choice. 

Rather, they aspire to a genteel manner of driving ag-
gressiveness. They form, converse, and consider diffi-
culties like the rest, but their experience is such that the 
passion they enjoy is directed at admiring the vehicle 
they drive, the scenery in passing, and the fun of cruising 
around with friends, enjoying the sights and stopping 
points selected by drive organizers to relax and stretch. 
They never raise their voice or palpitate above 72 beats 
per minute. Why? Because it is understood that they 
earned their moment to stand back and delight in the 
juncture afforded them. 

Now, ‘Hares’ are a different sort altogether. Not as laid 
back as a typical Tortoise, nor as eager as a Cheetah. They 
enjoy the balance of skill and effort. As a rule, they drive 

their ‘Z’s’ as often as time allots with every occasion be-
ing an opportunity to learn about themselves and the 
range of abilities engineered into their vehicle. Of joy is 
the ability to drive their favorite vehicle in a manner that 
demonstrates fluid car handling expertise never exceed-
ing the limits of themselves or their model. 

A twisty back road is an opportunity to flow with grace 
carving the tight corners with finesse, anticipating the 
next bend with a proper shift, or light tap on the brakes. 
Smooth is the goal mixed with the desire to drive a per-
fect line. To do that, one must feel the ‘Z’s’ breath, hear its 
engine undulate, shift seamlessly with the body roll and 
sense complete adhesion of rubber to road. Of course, 
there are sights to see, but what the heck. They will still 
be there on the way back. 

Lastly, Cheetahs. In the wild, a Cheetah is a beautiful, 
graceful and amazing animal. Same, at ZFest. The joy of 
driving a BMW ‘Z’ anything for them is the challenge of 
extending that envelope just one tick further in a con-
trolled manner bespoken of a master. The desire is per-
sonal. It is a method of seeing the depth of character and 
quality one possesses internally. The sensation of caus-
ing adrenaline to flow, to have every sense at peak sen-
sitivity, have eyes so focused that time and space slow 
down to appear to be one and the same hanging gently 
in the air. That is the prize. 

Their ‘Z’s’ are honed as well. Safety is the key and then 
performance. Tires, brakes, engine systems and com-
ponents, fluids and sensors all have to be sound. Each 
spirited drive fine tunes and matches the singularity of a 
machine to a human pilot. The ‘Z’ becomes an extension 
of the will of the driver forged into one complete mold 
of steel and sinew. And when that ‘zone’ is realized a calm 
takes over. A unique type of peace envelopes the spirit 
and tranquility reins. But ever in the consciousness it the 
reality of danger. It is the measuring stick. Just enough 
and there is a sense of accomplishment. Too much? Well, 
I’d rather not go there. 

There you have it. An odd selection of names to cate-
gorize different driving styles. All personally valued by 
the persona of every individual who takes a moment to 
drive a ‘Z.’
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Photos Wanted for 
                          Cruizin Newz!
We would like to feature photography of your 
BMW in the pages of our magazine. Why not share 
your car with your fellow members?  Everyone en-
joys seeing a BMW in various settings. Be creative 
and show us your vehicle at its best!

This isn’t a contest and no prizes will be awarded.  
We just want to highlight the many talented people 
out there in the ZSCCA by providing a venue to 
show your work and your sports car.

Requirements:
1. You must be a current, paid member of the   
 ZSCCA to participate.
2. Submissions must be of high resolution. 4000   
 pixels by 3200 pixels at 300 pixels per inch will  
 reproduce a high quality image.
3. You can send your photographs via email to   
 ricgenthe@gmail.com
4. Please include your name and any comments   
 you wish to include about your car. Especially,   
 the year, mileage and location of your 
 photography.
5. Please be sure to include additional contact   
 information in case we might need to follow 
 up with you.

6. Vertical format is encouraged if you wish to  
 see your car on the cover of Cruizin’ Newz! 

But, horizontal photos are 
also welcomed.

Remember too that we have 
limited space available in the 
magazine so there may be 
some works that we cannot 
include in print.  We also 
reserve the right to choose 
not to publish works that may 
be deemed offensive 
or otherwise inappro-
priate for presentation 
in these pages. But, we 
encourage you to think 
inclusion rather than 
exclusion and show us 
your work!

QUESTIONS: 
Please contact 
Ric Genthe, Creative Director,
Cruizin’ Newz. ricgenthe@gmail.com

HORIZONTAL
FORMAT

The Cruizin’ Newz team would love to see your BMW!

VERTICAL
FORMAT

DENVER
ASPEN
BOULDER
LEADVILLE
SNOWMASS
AURORA
VAIL

DURANGO
GUNNISON
GOLDEN
LAKEWOOD
SALIDA
GREELEY
TELLURIDE

LOVELAND
PUEBLO
LIMON
LONGMONT
FOUNTAIN
MONUMENT
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It appears that the car related world is getting 
back to “normal” and with that hope the 11th 
edition of Vintage at Saratoga will be held on 
October 7th, 8th, and 9th in Saratoga Springs 
New York. This is a non-judged gathering of 
older BMWs and their owners. All BMWs built 
on or before 1999 are invited to become a 
part of the gathering. This includes the E 36 
and so ALL Z3s ARE WELCOME to join us. 

The schedule calls for a Friday afternoon 
drive that ends at the Parting Glass restau-
rant where we will enjoy a dinner and the ca-
maraderie of other admirers of the marque. 
On Saturday the cars will come together on 
the grounds of the Saratoga Automobile 
Museum to enjoy the cars that range from 
concours beauties to daily drivers. All funds 
raised are again going to support the BMW 
Foundation. 

Please come join us. For more information 
visit vintageatsaratoga.com.

saratoga vintage

BMW Vintage
at Saratoga – 
October 7-9
BY FRANK GREPPO
Photography BY ANDREW HARTWELL
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YOU want to buy a z

How Not 
To Buy A Car
Part One
BY STEPHEN G. KENT IV

Some buy the cheapest thing that is available just to get from 
point A to point B.  Others buy a status symbol to flaunt what 
they possess.  There are those that are interested in a specific 
brand or type of vehicle for recreational purposes. Further, some 
buy for low or high mileage, others for manual or automatic.  But 
of course, the best advice that you always hear is to buy the best 
car that you can afford.  I don’t know about you, but I always like 
to make sure that a car is up to date on maintenance or at least 
has been taken care of during its lifetime.  I also like to see them 
usually south of 75,000 miles. No accidents or repaints is also im-
portant.  The one thing that every car buying expert will tell you 
is that you should never buy a car based purely upon emotion.  
You must be practical and consider the condition of the car and 
how much work and parts it is going to take to restore it to the 
condition that you want before making the final decision. 

My infatuation with cars started in high school.  While all my 
buddies had pictures of the Lamborghini Countach on their 
wall, I had a poster of a Lamborghini Espada.  When they would 
point out the latest Mustang, I would point out the Jaguar XKE.  
I’ve always been a European car junkie, but I must confess that 
I was ignorant in the area of the roundel.  Then I met my future 
wife, who happened to have just purchased a 1997 Z3 (brand 
new) six months previously to our fortuitous encounter.  When I 
was first given the opportunity to drive that beautiful little road-
ster, I was in love…with her! Not just the car!! Sheesh!  Okay, I 
was in love with both of them.  At first, I thought it was just the 

“It’s been said that 
people buy cars for 

different reasons.”



Z3, but then I drove 
her mom’s e36 325i 
Convertible…loved 
it!  Then her dad’s 
e38 740i sealed the 
deal, I was now a 
BMW nut through 
and through.  But the 
one that I couldn’t 
stop thinking about, 
other than the girl, 
was the Z3.  It was 
like a street legal 
race car.  I could not 
believe it was legal 
to drive one of these 
on the road. 

Fast forward to 1998 
and the introduction 
of the Z3 Coupe.  
That thing was drop 
dead gorgeous in 
my book.  I was a 
huge fan of the Jag 
Coupe from the 60’s 

and this was the perfect modern take on the Jag.  But 
as I was newly married and had just bought a house, I 
wasn’t in a position to buy one.  When I thought that 
they couldn’t improve on the Z3 any further, BMW in-
troduced the 3.0 engine and the S54 for the M version.  
It was mind blowing to me.  I had the 2002 brochure on 
my nightstand and would dream of someday owning 
one of these beautiful coupes.  Don’t get me wrong, I 
loved our Z3 roadster.  It was fantastic on gas mileage, 
looked amazing, and the girl in the passenger seat was 
stunning.  But there was something so cool and retro 
about the coupe.  I made up my mind, I wanted a Jet 
Black 3.0i, manual transmission, black interior, with the 
Cross Spoke 42 wheels as my daily driver. 

15 years later, I was looking at coupes online and notic-
ing that they were starting to go up in price.  My kids 
were in high school and we were in the throes of doing 
“kid stuff” so the car stuff had to take a back seat.  But I 
came across a Jet Black 3.0i with a Dream Red interior.  
WOW!! That was one beautiful car.  So, scratch the black 
interior from before.  A Dream Red interior was now my 
dream car. 

In 2019, I found the car.  A 2001 Z3 3.0i Coupe in Jet 
Black, Dream Red, Manual, Wood Trim, with Cross Spoke 
42 wheels. What I didn’t know in that moment was the 

rarity of this combination.  I started doing some research 
thanks to Jon Martin and his Z3Coupebuyersguide.
com.  Jet Black isn’t so rare, in fact it is pretty common.  
But Dream Red, there were only 7 cars in Jet Black with 
a Dream Red interior.  Only 51 in the whole world in 
any exterior color. Then there were only 5 of the 7 that 
were manuals.  Then there were 3 of those 5 which had 
wood trim.  Grrrreeeeaaatttt…I would have to pick a car 
that there is only 3 of in the world for the combination 
that I wanted.  So, back to the car that I found.  It was on 
Craigslist…in Hawaii.  Yes, you read that right, it was on 
an island in the middle of the Pacific Ocean.  The other 
problem was that the seller was asking way more than I 
could afford, so I watched it, and I drooled. 

Each month, the price would drop a little, but it was still 
just a bit too much for my budget.  Someday…sigh.  In 
March of 2021, the price was starting to get to a point 
that I could afford but still just out of reach. So, I contact-
ed the seller to verify that this car was indeed one of the 
three.  When the VIN came back, it checked out.  Now, it 
wasn’t a perfect car.  It had 109,000 miles and had been 
sitting for a couple of years.  I could see that it needed 
the regular Z3 stuff, right defroster vent, glove box sag, 
window switch had popped out of the console. But this 
is all to be expected for a Z3 with over 100k in miles.  I 
decided to see if I could find any of the others.  I man-
aged to locate 5 of the 7 total cars.  3 with the aluminum 
trim and 2 with the wood.  The second one with the 
wood trim had over 200,000 miles and was in about the 
same shape as the one I was looking at in Hawaii.  A 
month later, the seller in Hawaii contacted me with a 
message saying “Call me.  Let’s make a deal.”  I knew my 
price was going to be way too low for him, so I didn’t 
want to waste his time. 

Soon enough it was ZFEST 2021 Homecoming, my 
kids are in college and the wife and I are taking our 
beloved roadster back to Spartanburg.  Seeing all the 
coupes again got me thinking about the Hawaii car.  So, 
I reached out to the seller.  Turns out that he sold the car 
three days after reaching out to me in April.  Bummer!!!  
But he said that the new owner had it listed on Craig-
slist.  Again, the price is where it was back in March, so 
I didn’t worry about it selling.  By the end of July, it ap-
pears on eBay, at the price I would have offered to the 
previous seller…D’OH!!!  I told my wife that now is the 
time because it will be on a nationwide site and some-
one is going to buy it.  And it is in my price range. Her 
first question, “How in the world are you going to get it 
from Hawaii?!?!”  It didn’t matter - I won the auction. 
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 contacted the seller and made arrangements to pick up 
the car. The seller wanted to meet at his bank to make 
sure that the funds were good, which meant arriving on 
a weekday. I didn’t have much vacation time left, so I 
wanted to travel on a weekend if possible.  I found rel-
atively cheap tickets leaving on Sunday morning and 
returning Tuesday morning.  I would literally be away 
from my house for 48 hours.  My wife said I was crazy.  I 
worked with a shipping company and researched all of 
the Hawaiian laws concerning car sales and transport 
off the island.  It turns out that you are required to have 
a fully registered car to get it off the island.  And, if it is 
a Hawaiian registration that is going to expire within 30 
days, you must renew the registration before it will be 
allowed to leave the island.  The seller wasn’t thrilled but 
went ahead and renewed his expiring registration. The 
other item of concern for me was the inspection that all 
cars must go through by the US Department of Agricul-
ture.  The USDA can deny a vehicle from being shipped 
if it fails inspection.  I didn’t have the time and money 
to have the car not pass inspection and was trying to 
come up with a plan B should it fail.  With this in mind, 
I boarded a plane heading to Honolulu to pick up my 
dream car. 

The flight went fine, and Hawaii had a COVID restriction 
that all travelers must be fully vaccinated and thankfully 
I was.  I arrived at 3:15 in the afternoon and took a bus 
to my accommodations.  I reached out to the previous 
owner to have dinner with him and get some back-
ground on the car.  It was a great meeting and we still 
talk to this day.  Monday morning, I boarded a city bus 
to take me from Waikiki to the other side of the island 
to meet the current seller and to complete the deal on 
the car of my dreams.  I was beyond excited - thrilled 
actually!  The only problem was that I had a very tight 
schedule for the day and if anything went wrong, I had 
a bunch of work ahead of me to get it straightened out.  
I arrived in the parking garage on foot to see the car.  
From 5 feet away, it looked rough.  I told myself that a 
good polishing could bring back the paint. As the sell-
er was opening the doors, they are creaking, and the 
door panels look like they are barely hanging on.  Now 
I’m thinking, “This is bad...”  But this was my dream car 
and I am 5 time zones away from home. It will be okay 
I remind myself.  As I turn the key, every single warn-
ing light remains lit on the dashboard.  Oh man! I can 
fix the mechanicals, it’s one of only three cars…right?!?! 
We head to the bank and complete the transaction.  As 
we are saying goodbye, I ask how much of a stickler the 
USDA is on the cleanliness of the car? He casually says, 
“Just run it through the car wash and you will be fine.” 

I then began the drive back across the island to the port 
in Honolulu.  What a magical place!!!  I’m getting to drive 
my dream car on the H1!!!  How many people can say 
that they have done that? This is when I find out that the 
rear subframe bushings are gone.  Every bump feels like 
the back wheels are going to fall out of the car, but I love 
the power.  Oh dang, the tach just quit working!! What 
have I done? I go to the office of the shipping company 
and park in a parking garage.  I lock all the doors man-
ually because the central locking mechanism doesn’t 
work.  I take care of the shipping paperwork and come-
back to the car.  Man, this thing looks good and has so 
much potential.  It’s 1 of 3!!  Now my doors won’t unlock.  
Third try they finally open.  I have a drop off time at the 
port in a couple of hours and my flight leaves two hours 
after that.  This gives me a chance to do some sight-see-
ing.  I head over to Pearl Harbor for a quick peek.  Then 
it is off to Kahala for some souvenir shirts for the family.  
Parking on the street, I look back and still can’t believe 
that I finally own my dream car.  I then head over to the 
car wash before driving to the port. 

The first car wash is packed.  The cars are wrapped 
around the block, no joke!  Luckily, there is another car 
wash next door with only one or two cars.  So, I decide 
to go for that one to save time.  I pay for the basic wash 
plus underbody.  This is such a beautiful car and it is fi-
nally mine!  Then I enter the wash bay and get all lined 
up, put it in neutral, take my foot off the brake and pre-
pare to enjoy the ride.  Let the flood gates open!  Wa-
ter is literally pouring in from every seal on the car.  The 
door pockets are filling up with water and I’m getting 
soaked.  What have I done? At the end of the tunnel, 
there is a brick wall and you must make a 90-degree 
right hand turn at the exit of the tunnel.  As I’m coming 
out and preparing to turn right, I notice a BMW grill on 
the ground.  Hey, wait a minute, I think that is my grill.  I 
pull over after turning, run back and grab the grill.  I go 
to install it and notice that the other grill is missing too!  
I head over to the young lady running the car wash and 
ask her to look for my other grill in the tunnel.  She finds 
it and I proceed to place them back into the hood.  Un-
fortunately, all of the tabs are broken on both grills, so 
they are just resting in the hood.  Afterwards, I make my 
way to the port. 

I reach the guard shack and am told that I am at the 
wrong place and need to go to the other shipping com-
pany.  Good thing I came 15 minutes early.  I head to the 
other gate and the guard there says that I need to go 
back because I am not shipping my car with this com-
pany but the one that I originally went to. Aww come 
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on!  I’m eating up precious time.  I go back to the first 
shack and the guard sends me to the office.  I walk in 
and they tell me that I am in the wrong location again.  I 
need to drop the car at the warehouse.  I explained that 
the warehouse is 15 minutes away and that my “must 
be on time” appointment is in 5 minutes.  They called 
the warehouse to let them know that I was on my way.  
With the clock ticking for both my appointment and my 
flight home, I decided to see what the little coupe could 
do.  Wow was I surprised.  Even with all of the suspension 
problems, the coupe feels like a surgical instrument, it is 
so precise in its maneuvers.  I reach the warehouse in 10 
minutes.  It looked like an abandoned warehouse and I 
would have kept going but I happened to see a hand 
painted sign on a broken piece of plywood that said, 
“Enter Here”.  I turn in and see more direction signs with 
arrows painted on any flat scrap that they could find.  As 
I come around the corner, I feel like I have just entered 
some action movie scene where the hero is about to 
get jumped by all sorts of bad guys in a scary dilapidat-
ed warehouse.  There’s a bald guy smoking at a folding 
table with a computer.  Then there are two 19 or 20-year 
olds with the youngest directing me to another part of 
the warehouse.  They have some chairs set up as a wait-
ing area, but none of them match and all are ratty lawn 
chairs. I am really starting to question my sanity con-
cerning this whole trip.  The best was when the young 
guys asked if I had made a custom car because they had 
never seen BMW like this one.  This would be the last 
time that I would see the car for over a month. 

By the time I was finished checking in the car, I had just 
over an hour to make my flight back home.  Not enough 
time for the bus so I called an Uber.  I arrived with 45 
minutes until departure and fortunately I packed very 
light for the trip and didn’t need to check a bag. I made 
it through security and even had enough time to grab 
a hula girl dash doll and a Hawaii sticker for the back 
window at the duty-free shop.  All said and done, I was 
on the island a total of 26 hours.  Not near enough time 
for my first visit to Hawaii.  On the plane, I reviewed the 
photographs that I took and thought again, what have I 
done?!?  I’m still not sure if I made the right decision, but 
the car is mine and there is no turning back.
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DIY Z3 Seat Brushing 
Replacement

HOW TO:

BY JAY PARNES, SENIOR TECHNICAL EDITOR 

Tools needed are a 16mm box wrench, 
13mm and 16mm sockets, T25 and T50 
torx sockets, a ratchet, 60 grit sandpaper, 
masking tape or zip tie, a torque wrench 
and replacement Delrin seat bushings. If 
you have a convertible, this is easier with 
the top down. There is no need to discon-
nect the battery but be cautious that you 
don’t insert the key or turn the engine on 
with the airbag connector unplugged. 
You’ll get an airbag light on the dash and 
without the right scanner it’ll mean a trip 
to the shop. Also, I would suggest doing 
one side of the seat at a time. The thread-
ed adjustment rods are righty/lefty and 
you don’t want to mix them up. 

I’m doing this service on a 1998 M Road-
ster. The first step is to remove the seat 
belt from the guide and then the 16mm 
bolt holding the seat belt anchor to the 
seat. It’s a tight space and this is where 
the box wrench comes in. 

Next, move the seat all the way forward 
and up to expose the rear chair rail bolts. 
Remove them with a 16mm socket. Then, 
slide the seat all the way back (make sure 
it’s reached the full limit of its travel) and 
remove the front chair rail nuts with a 
13mm socket

Well, if you don’t know about this universal problem with Z3s, then you’ve been hiding under a rock. It seems ev-
eryone at some point has to deal with this. How do you know if your seat bushings are shot? Hit the accelerator 
or brake pedal and if you feel your seat shift back or forward, then reading this DIY will be worth your while. I’d 
give this service 3 out of 5 on the wrench scale for difficulty and parts are cheap. Replacement bushings are sold 
in an 8 pack for both seats.

ZSCCA members get the whole story!

Cruizin’ Newz is the quarterly magazine of the 
Z Series Car Club of America - ZSCCA

You can get the whole story too, 
when you become a member of the club!!

Join for $30 a year!
Sign up today at: www.zscca.org
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This is the awkward part. Tip the seat for-
ward and twist it so the bottom is facing 
more towards the door to gain better ac-
cess. There are several electrical connec-
tors that need to be unplugged and dif-
ferent ways to do it. To remove the black 
and white connectors, press the tabs on 
either side and pull. Same for the black 
cylindrical connector. 

The remaining connectors are held in 
place by a small tab, circled in the picture. 
Press the connector away from you so the 
tab is clear of the hole and unplug it. The 
wiring in your car may vary. Now, grab the 
seat and pull it out of the car. Surprise! It’s 
way heavier than you thought, right? An-
other surprise! You just found that thing 
that disappeared under the seat 5 years 
ago. Set it upside down on a clean drop 
cloth. The seat bushings are on the seat 
adjustment rod, which is held in place by 
a T50 bolt (top arrow) and 2 T25 screws 
(bottom arrow). Remove these fasteners, 
grab the top of the rod and pull it up as 
you slide the movable rail (yellow arrow) 
up. Do not allow the rod to turn! At some 
point the rod will free itself and it can be 
removed. 

Here’s what the bushing carrier looks like. 
My bushings were completely disinte-
grated, which is what allowed the seat to 
shift. Here’s the most important point of 
this whole DIY: the bushing carrier must 
be returned to the same position on the 
rod after the bushings are replaced. So, 
either count the number of threads at 
the end of the rod, count the number 
of turns it takes to remove the carrier or 
place a marker at the end of the carrier as 
I did. You can use tape (I found it wasn’t 
very secure) or a zip tie as shown. Now 
spin off the carrier and remove the metal 
block. Clean out all the gunk that remains 
of your old bushings with a small screw-
driver and then brake parts cleaner and 
a paper towel. The new bushings will be 
too thick to fit, so rub each side of both 
bushings on the sandpaper until they fit 
snuggly by hand. You should not have to 
hammer them in. It doesn’t take a lot of 
sanding so don’t overdo it and end up 
with gaps. Now spin the bushing carrier 
back on until it’s where it was before.

ZSCCA members get the whole story!

Cruizin’ Newz is the quarterly magazine of the 
Z Series Car Club of America - ZSCCA

You can get the whole story too, 
when you become a member of the club!!

Join for $30 a year!
Sign up today at: www.zscca.org
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Now we’ll put everything back together. 
Slide the movable rail up again and insert 
the adjustment rod. Slide both down-
ward until the rod stops. Holding the top 
of the rod, slide the movable rail until the 
window shows the end of the rod (red 
arrow) and the spindle (yellow arrow) 
that fits into it. Use a small tool to guide 
the spindle into the hole at the end of 
the rod. Once you do that, the rod will 
drop down into place. But guess what? 
One of mine didn’t. See how the bolt 
holes for the T50 bolt don’t line up? This 
is a result of the slop you’ve taken out of 
the bushing carrier. Take out the rod and 
turn the carrier one full turn so it moves 
further onto the adjustment rod. Reinsert 
the rod as before and the holes should 
line up (Thank you, Bryan Salgado).

The 50T bolt is tightened to 34Nm and 
the 25T bolts are 5Nm, or hand snug. Re-
turn the seat to the car and reconnect 
the electrical plugs, then set the seat 
rails down on the front studs. To verify 
that everything was put back properly, 
move the seat forward. If it moves freely 
and smoothly, you’re golden. If not, the 
bushing carriers aren’t aligned properly, 
and adjustment is necessary. Install the 
rear bolts to 43Nm and the front nuts to 
22Nm. Replace the seat belt anchor bolt 
(you can’t use a torque wrench because 
of the tight space). 
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Proven on the racetrack, Proven on the racetrack, 
unleashed unleashed 
on the streets.on the streets.
Used by the Turner Motorsport Race Team 
in their Championship winning BMWs!

With LIQUI MOLY, these same products 
that provide us a racing advantage are the 
exact same products used daily in servicing 
our customers’ cars.

 Will Turner, Turner Motorsport

www.liqui-moly.com
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bmw baltimore

BMW Baltimore Vehicle 
Distribution Center!
BY Robin and Gene Warren, Area Reps, Free State Bimmer Zs 
and BMW CCA National Capital Chapter members

BMW opened its new Vehicle 

Distribution Center (VDC) in 

Baltimore February 22, 2022, and 

we were fortunate enough to be 

able to pay a visit to the VDC on 

May 6th. The National Capitol 

Chapter of the BMW Car Club of 

America along with BMW North 

America (BMWNA) made the visit 

possible. It was a perfect place to 

spend a late afternoon and early 

evening on a very rainy Friday.



SUMMER 2022     45

The VDC is located on property that used to house the 
massive Bethlehem Steel complex at Sparrow’s Point, 
an unincorporated area outside of Baltimore. It is one 
of the largest inland ports in the Nation and is capable 
of handling huge container ships and, of interest to us, 
large vehicle-carrying ships known as Roll-On-Roll-Off 
(RORO) ships.  At one time the Sparrow’s Point waterfront 
plant was the world’s largest steel mill, stretching 4 miles 
(6.4 km) from end to end and employing 30,000 work-
ers. BY 2012 the entire complex had closed because of 
bankruptcy. In 2014 the property was purchased, build-
ings demolished, and environmental clean-up began. 
Currently much of the property is empty, but life is be-
ginning to stir. New distribution complexes house Am-
azon, Under Armour, Home Depot, FEDEX, McCormick 
& Co, Perdue, a Volkswagen/Audi VDC in addition to the 
BMW VDC.

We arrived at our destination a little after 3PM after in-
advertently touring the vacant expanse and going out 
a gate and returning to the gate we first entered. The 
BMW VDC is just after the Home Depot distribution 
center and the Volkswagen VDC. You can’t miss either 
of those because they were close to the road, the Volk-
swagen/Audi VDC was flying a German flag and their 
name was boldly displayed on one of their buildings. 
BMW being a little more subdued has to do things dif-
ferently, their entrance is set back about 75 yards and 
the building set back another couple hundred yards. 
They were flying a US flag, Maryland flag and a Bavar-
ian flag without the Freistadt Bayern emblem, no bold 

BMW lettering to be seen! Easy to miss in pouring down 
rain while dodging newly forming ponds! Consequent-
ly, we missed it the first time and drove through some 
deep standing water, past a docked containership and 
out a gate. The next time around there was a X5 with 
a VDC employee blocking the road and directing us to 
the left. I suspect we weren’t the only ones who took 
the tour of the complex. We were glad we had our Jeep 
Grand Cherokee with us as water and ponds are not an 
issue for it. We can’t say the same of our M235, which 
has been lowered, or our 2006 M Roadster or our 2020 
Z4 M40i. 

As we entered, we were immediately met by a mem-
ber of the BMW VDC staff, Tim, who directed us to the 
National Capitol Chapter registration table where we re-
ceived a yellow wrist band. He next led us to the break 
room where BMW had quite a spread of food and drinks 
for us, pointed out the rest rooms, and gave us a quick 
rundown of the place.  The different colored wrist bands 
assigned us to groups with guides, incidentally Tim 
would be our guide.  At 4PM we began the presenta-
tions, with an introduction by Paul Seto, National Chap-
ter Chairman, thanking VDC and BMWNA personnel for 
making this visit possible. 

Our group started with a video presentation on the VDC 
and its grand opening in February. We next moved to 
the Pre-delivery Inspection (PDI) stations where we re-
ceived a briefing on the PDI process. Vehicles coming 
off the ship go directly through a car wash before com-
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ing to one of the stations. They are carefully looked over 
for any damage that might have occurred onboard the 
RORO or by longshoremen during the offloading pro-
cess. The ship owner and or longshoremen are respon-
sible for any damage. Between the stations were shelves 
with boxes full of owner’s manuals, warranty pamphlets, 
and even one containing Florida Lemon Law rights. Ve-
hicles needing repair are then sent to the body shop or 
mechanical section for evaluation. Interestingly enough, 
the following week a shipment of 900 vehicles was due 
in port and the VDC staff fully expected that 90 of them 
would suffer some kind of damage, mostly very minor 
scratches to the paint which are rubbed out at the VDC. 
The center can process 200 vehicles per day. 

Our next presentation was focused on M Cars by the 
BMWNA brand manager. As you can imagine the top-
ic of manuals came up. The presenter asked our group 
how many had bought a manual BMW in the last 10 
years. In our group of 40 only seven had bought manu-
als. The group before ours had eight manual purchasers.  
He said for manuals to be a viable option 35% of buy-
ers had to order manuals.  Your dealership, unless most 
of his customers are enthusiasts, is not going to order 
manual equipped cars. The only model that is meet-
ing that 35% threshold are M3 and M4s.  Even among 
those who order, BMW can tell the real enthusiasts. If 
every option is checked it probably isn’t an enthusiast 
ordering.  BMW recognizes that most of their buyers are 
enamored with the brand and that is OK, they exist to 
sell cars.  Surprisingly, European customers are no lon-

ger interested in manual transmissions. We also had an 
opportunity to see the first ever M motorcycle, the M 
1000 RR from BMW’s Motorrad division. It is capable of 
189 mph, 205 hp, 83 lbs-ft of torque, 4,500 rpm redline, 
and it is a manual! Although, it has a quick shift compo-
nent which allows for shifting without the clutch.  This 
bike can be yours for $37, 640, if you can find one. The 
motorcycle division offers manuals across the product 
line, except for scooter and coming e-cycles, Soon you’ll 
have to go to BMW Motorrad to get a manual equipped 
vehicle.

The Mechanical Section was next, where any mechan-
ical repairs are performed, and options added. Options 
might be mechanical limited slip differentials, special 
performance exhaust systems, or racy looking body 
cladding or molding. They had an impressive tool col-
lection. There was also a parts department that serviced 
the entire operation.

The next stop was the body and paint section. This is the 
place where all the body repairs are done and chipped 
windows replaced, and there are two fully enclosed high 
tech paint booths. There were a couple of cars undergo-
ing repair.  BMW has a rule of three that they live by.  If 
three or more body panels are damaged or the damage 
is more than 3% of the value of the car, it does not go 
to the dealer or customer.  This was the case with a gor-
geous blue M8.  It was staged for loading onto a trans-
porter when a windstorm knocked an Osprey nest off a 
pole. Osprey nests contain lots of branches. In this case, 
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the hood, right front fender, and the 
trunk sustained damage. After re-
pair, this car will become part of the 
corporate fleet. This car had been 
ordered and somewhere there is 
an unhappy customer because his 
order has been delayed. However, 
there is a very happy BMW corpo-
rate VP who has claimed this car. He 
will put 10,000 miles on it before it 
goes off to an auto auction. In case 
you are wondering, BMW fully dis-
closes that a car has been repaired 
at the port, or if damaged in transit 
to your dealer. You as the ordering 
customer have the right to refuse 
delivery. 

We also had a presentation on 
BMW’s electric vehicle fleet which 
were mostly the X series vehicles. 
These vehicles offer a 300-mile 
range, 110/220 volt charging capa-
bility, and according to the BMW 
representative can be driven like 
BMWs are meant to be. He even in-
sinuated they have neck-snapping 
acceleration!

Our last and final presentation was 
the Jeff Koons Art Car, the M850ix 
Gran Coupe. For those of you not 
familiar with BMW art cars, BMW 
started a tradition of having an art-
ist use a BMW as his personnel can-
vass. Most art cars are one of a kind. 
Although, I think Jeff Koons 2010 
M3 GT2 design, BMW’s 17th Art Car, 
was used on several cars that BMW 
raced, but never sold to the public. The current art car 
is being produced in a limited edition of 100. We un-
derstand they were all snapped up within 30 minutes 
of offering. Several colors of paint over multiple layers 
make up the finish. Each car will have all the BMW paint 
codes used and any authorized BMW collision center 
should be able to replicate it. We’d hate to be the insur-
ance company that receives a claim on this car.  Years 
ago, we managed to acquire one of Jeff Koons M3 GT2s, 
albeit in 1/18th scale. It currently resides in its plexiglass 
case on our desk.

After all the presentations where over, we were free to 
roam about, ask further questions and try the cars on for 
size. Gene’s personal favorite was the bike, but he would 
probably kill himself, unless he kept it in rain mode all 
the time! Carwise the M8 Coupe in whatever blue it was 
speaks to Gene. Robin has somewhat more artist’s taste 
sand was attracted to the art car.

All in all, it was a good time to see and learn some be-
hind the scenes activity at BMWNA’s Baltimore’s VDC. 
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By RANDY MASON

road trip

Randy Mason’s 
Road Trip

In April, we completed a 2,450 trip to North Carolina, and back. We went south 
from Michigan, through Ohio, Kentucky, and Tennessee, into North Carolina. 
That’s where we joined the Blue Ridge Parkway, to see Mount Mitchel. 

Mount Mitchel is the highest point east of the Mississippi River. The summit 
is 6,683 feet and offers beautiful views for many miles once you climb up 
the observation area. I would highly recommend a visit if you haven’t been 
before.

From Mount Mitchel, we continued west through Asheville, on our way to 
Franklin, NC to meet up with Steve, and Debbie Mimbs, and the Roadtwist-
erZ’s for a weekend group drive. There were twenty-three Z3, and Z4’s in at-
tendance. We had a great time getting together again with everyone in the 
group. 

While we were down in Franklin, we took advantage of being close and drove 
to the Tail of the Dragon. The 318 turns in 11 miles were a lot of fun. Glad to 
say I can now scratch that off my bucket list. 

Michigan...
Ohio...

Kentucky...
Tennessee...

North Carolina...
and back,

2,450 Miles!
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For our return trip we drove the Blue Ridge Park-
way, starting in Cherokee, and drove to the end of 
the Skyline Drive, in Front Royal, VA. From there we 
worked our way back to Michigan. We took two 
days to travel the over 500 miles on both these great 
roads. The scenery we encountered along the way 
was phenomenal. 

A quick mention about detours. We ran into four de-
tours. Two were well marked and easy to follow. The 
other two required some good navigation. Fortu-
nately, my wife is great at keeping us on the proper 
path. The cell service in the area is not the best. Be 
prepared to run into areas where you cannot contin-
ue on the Parkway. 

All and all, we had a fantastic time on our trip. Caught 
up with our good friends in Steve, and Debbie’s, 
group. Saw some beautiful scenery. And got to enjoy 
our M Coupe, on a nice long driving tour. Can’t wait 
for our next adventure.

ZSCCA members get the whole story!

Cruizin’ Newz is the quarterly magazine of the 
Z Series Car Club of America - ZSCCA

You can get the whole story too, 
when you become a member of the club!!

Join for $30 a year!
Sign up today at: www.zscca.org
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ZFEST Schedule • SNOWMASS, COLORADO 
June 27-July 2, 2022
SCHEDULE is subject to change

IMPORTANT - When participating in our driving events, use 
extra caution and remember to share the road. Always keep 
your eyes on the road and drive slowly while remaining pre-
pared to yield. Cyclists are often present and can be difficult 
to see around curves in the mountain roads. There are also 
many vehicles entering and leaving the roadway to enjoy the 
recreational opportunities presented by the area.

Rockfall remains an issue on some stretches with occasional 
rocks in the roadway and even the infrequent road closures. 
The tight curves and single lane segments of some roads re-
quire heightened attention by drivers.

The character and natural beauty of Colorado draw a large 
number of bicyclists and sightseers. Consequently, sharing 
access to the roads requires considerable attention.

Monday, June 27
Aspen Motorsports Park Lapping Day - 
12:00pm-4:00pm
Google Maps Link:  
https://goo.gl/maps/5CRS6FUHP6ZH167M8

In the 1950s Steering Wheel magazine described the town of 
Aspen as “the cradle of sports car racing in the Rocky Moun-
tains.” A mecca for enthusiasts, crowds traveled from long dis-
tances to race there.”

 

ZFEST 2022 • SNOWMASS VILLAGE, COLORADO  
June 26-July 2, 2022

zfest
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The first Le Mans-style race through the unpaved streets of 
Aspen started in front of the Hotel Jerome in the summer of 
1951. Yet as technology improved, and the cars became fast-
er, open-road racing became almost too exciting. Colorado 
Governor Edwin C. Johnson put an end to the fun in 1955, 
banning any racing on public roads.

Some Aspen locals couldn’t imagine a summer without 
sports car races. They banded together to build the 1.1-mile 
track and on July 27, 1963 the first race was run. 
Following the event, optional dinner at the Woody Creek Tav-
ern (participants pay individually). Reservations at the tavern 
are not accepted but they will accommodate us as best they 
can.

Tuesday, June 28 
Colorado National Monument
8:00am-6:00pm 
This is a 23-mile tightly twisting ride through the rock canyon 
scenery of the Colorado National Monument. 

Lunch:  Ocotillo Restaurant and Bar
2325 W Ridges Blvd, Grand Junction, CO 81507 - 
https://ocotillogj.com/

Alternate: Handlebar Taphouse - 
417 Monument Rd #1, 
Grand Junction, CO 81507

Group 1- Departs 0800
Drives straight to Park by fastest Route, then Lunch, 
then takes the Rifles excursion on the return.
Arrives at East Park Entrance: 11:00 am
Arrives at Restaurant: 1:15 pm
 
Group 2-  Departs 0815 
Take the Rifles excursion on the way west, then into the park, 
then to lunch, return by I-70
Arrives at East Park Entrance: 1145 am
Arrives at Restaurant: 2:00 pm 

Group 3-  Departs 0830
Drives straight to lunch, then into the park, then Rifles 
excursion on the return.
Arrives at Restaurant: 11:30 am
Arrives at East Park Entrance: 1245 pm 
City of Leadville - 8:00am-8:00pm
Google Maps Links:  
https://goo.gl/maps/AL4mfm6pQzkuhQvm8

This event will take you through a section of the “Top of the 
Rockies Scenic Byway”. This will be an all-day event leaving 
Snowmass Village and traveling to Leadville, the highest in-

corporated town in the United States at a little over 10,000 
feet.

In the 19th Century, millions of dollars in gold and silver were 
mined in central Colorado. The Leadville area was home to 
many of the big names of mining, such as Horace Tabor and 
his wife “Baby Doe,” and J.J. and (the Unsinkable) Molly Brown. 

Upon arriving in Leadville, participants may select a tour of 
the Tabor Opera House. Horace Tabor built the theater in 1879 
in 100 days for $40,000 (equivalent to $113,500,000 in today’s 
economy). The house has welcomed many well-known per-
sonalities over the years including Houdini, John Philip Sou-
sa, Oscar Wilde, and Anna Held. Tour is approximately 1 hour 
beginning at 11:00am.

Following the tour, we’ll head across the street to the legend-
ary Silver Dollar Saloon. Shortly after the gun fight at the O.K. 
Corral, John Henry “Doc” Holiday moved to Leadville. While 
living in Leadville he frequented the Silver Dollar Saloon; 
trying his luck at gambling. Often times he could be found 
dealing cards, tending bar, or playing the black piano that 
remains in the back room of the saloon to this day. 

All Aboard!!! Also available will be the Leadville Colora-
do & Southern Scenic Railroad Ride. This journey is full of 
breath-taking panoramas across the Arkansas River Valley. 
Train ride leaves at 2:00pm and returns at 4:30pm.

The Camp Hale Memorial is also along the byway. Here, sol-
diers trained on skis to fight in the Apennine Mountains of 
Italy during World War II. Standing there now is a memorial 
commemorating their service. 
This is a full day event.

Wednesday, June 29 
McClure Pass, Big B’s Cafe, 
The Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Park, 
and the Snowmass Rodeo
Google Maps Link Viewline Resort to Big B’s Cafe:  
https://goo.gl/maps/oDURjfdaPn5V583LA
Google Maps Link - Big B’s Cafe to Sapinero and return to 
the Viewline Resort:  
https://goo.gl/maps/jkTuF1qemcgZsciNA

A supremely scenic drive over a mountain pass with a stop 
for lunch at Big B’s Cafe and optional drive through the Black 
Canyon of the Gunnison.

Going up the pass through the Crystal River Valley exposes a 
dramatic panorama and about halfway up on the east side of 
the road there is a very broad shoulder where one can pause 
for photos. 
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The southern descent is a beautifully bending roadway weav-
ing its way through lush groves of aspen trees. We will pass 
some serious coal mining activity in the vicinity of the town 
of Somerset and about 15 miles of A+ driving as one follows 
the outlines of Paonia Reservoir. 

A restroom break has been secured along the way at a pub-
lic park in Carbondale and is designated in the google maps 
route plus the Garmin gpx file. Be aware there are no re-
stroom facilities once we pass through Carbondale until we 
reach Big B’s Cafe. Total drive time from the Viewline Resort to 
Big B’s is approximately 2 hours.

Our lunch stop is at Big B’s Cafe in Hotchkiss

Snowmass Rodeo
This event will provide a variety of traditional rodeo events 
furnishing a glimpse of ranch life in the West. Cost includes 
shuttle bus transportation from the Viewline Resort to the ro-
deo and return to hotel, buffet dinner (including but not lim-
ited to) ribs, pulled pork, burgers, and sides consisting of cole 
slaw, baked beans, etc., and rodeo ticket. Cash bar is available 
at the dinner. 

IT IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED TO TAKE OUR PRE-AR-
RANGED SHUTTLE BUS SERVICE AND NOT DRIVE YOUR 
CAR. SHUTTLES WILL BEGIN DEPARTING THE VIIEWLINE 
RESORT BEGINNING AT 4:00PM AND RETURN SHUTTLES 
UNTIL 10:00PM.

BE ADVISED THOSE DOING THE BLACK CANYON OF 
THE GUNNISON DRIVE WILL NOT RETURN IN TIME TO AT-
TEND THE RODEO.

Thursday, June 30
Independence Pass & the City of Salida
8:00am-5:00pm

This is a famous 43-mile alpine journey over one of the high-
est paved passes in North America. The road over Indepen-
dence Pass has recently been recognized by Congress as a 
national scenic byway. Few paved roads in North America, 
if not the world, go as high as this at 12,095 feet above sea 
level.

This drive will continue to the town of Salida where we will 
gather at a local park and enjoy a buffet lunch of pizza, sal-
ad, dessert, and non-alcoholic drinks. While driving to Salida, 
participants will pass 7 mountain peaks of over 14,000 feet!

Salida is charming, friendly, artistic, and historic - Salida’s de-
lightful downtown (within walking distance of the park) is 

on the National Register of Historic Places. It not only is the 
largest historic district in the state, but it also has some of the 
most significant and beautiful historic buildings in Colorado. 
THIS IS A FULL DAY DRIVE.

Welcome Reception & Free 
Concert - 6:30pm-?

We have reserved the outdoor patio off the back of the View-
line Resort for a night of free music, camaraderie, and dinner. 
Cash bar offering alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages will 
be available. 

Friday, July 1
Event #1: Z Road Rally - 8:00am-11:30am(ish)

Welcome to The ZFEST Z Rally. A Road Rally is a driving tour 
in the country on paved public roads where a group of teams 
compete in a very casual family friendly outing. You will see 
some beautiful country and face route questions along the 
way.
 
At registration, each team will receive a rally packet. The 
packet will include route directions and questions to be an-
swered along the route.  Points are awarded for answering 
each question correctly and subtracted for each minute, long 
or short, in completing the course in a calculated time.  The 
Rally will conclude at Dallenbach Ranch (2561 Frying Pan Rd 
Basalt, CO 81621). 

There will be one “Pit Stop” scheduled for the Road Rally. A 
“Pit Stop” is a pre-designated stop where you will have the 
opportunity to get out of your vehicle, stretch your legs, and 
take a bathroom break. 

IMPORTANT 
The Road Rally is designed as a family friendly event with no 
alcohol permitted before or during the event. The Road Rally 
is not a race, but an opportunity for you to enjoy the adven-
ture. The rally is conducted on public roads. Any moving vi-
olation will result in automatic disqualification for the team. 

Event #2 John Denver Sanctuary - 9:00am-11:00am
Google Maps Link:  
https://goo.gl/maps/M65ekvvzv8Zhzs6ZA

This is a short 30-minute drive to visit this beautiful park and 
garden. The sanctuary is nestled in the heart of Aspen and its 
location near the Roaring Fork River makes this an ideal spot 
for quiet meditation. The Song Garden features many of the 
iconic singer’s lyrics etched into native river boulders placed 
in a perfect circle to represent the circle of life as a score of 
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music. At the circle’s center, a single Colorado Blue Spruce 
was planted which symbolizes the spirit of John. The man-
made wetlands and winding streams work as an innovative 
stormwater filter system, cleaning water before it drains into 
the Roaring Fork River. Within the Sanctuary, you will find one 
of the largest perennial flower gardens open to the public, 
which adds to the friendly atmosphere of its visitors from 
around the globe.

*Please note there is no public parking at the sanctuary, so 
it is recommended that you utilize the Rio Grande Parking 
Plaza located one block off of Main Street at 425 Rio Grande 
Place. Rates are-
• 0-1 Hours $1.50
• 1-2 Hours $3.00 
• 2-3 Hours $4.50

Event #3 Ashcroft Ghost Town - 8:30am-11:30am
Google Maps Link:  
https://goo.gl/maps/6TrZjKk38sk6eQEL8

Located about 45 minutes from Snowmass, this is a short 
drive to a silver mining ghost town which features the re-
stored remains of several historical buildings, including a sa-
loon, post office, and hotel. This former boom town is nestled 
among spectacular alpine meadows at the storied headwa-
ters of Castle Creek.

Site History - in the spring of 1880, prospectors Charles B. 
Culver and W. F. Coxhead left the boomtown of Leadville to 
search for silver deposits in the Castle Creek Valley. After vig-
orously promoting their findings back in Leadville, Coxhead 
returned to find 23 more prospectors had joined “Crazy Cul-
ver” in the camp they named Castle Forks City. They formed 
a Miner’s Protective Association, built a courthouse, and laid 
out the streets in only two weeks. Each of the Association’s 
97 members paid $5…or one day’s work and $1…to draw 
for building lots. By 1883, the camp, now called Ashcroft, was 
a town with a population of perhaps 2,000 with two news-
papers, a school, sawmills, a small smelter, and 20 saloons - 
bigger than Aspen and closer to the railroad in Crested Butte. 

As quickly as it boomed, Ashcroft went bust. The mines, 
which initially produced an amazing 14,000 ounces of silver 
to the ton, were just shallow deposits. Promised rail links to 
Crested Butte never materialized. Major strikes in Aspen, al-
ready the county seat, lured away investors and workers. By 
1885 there were just 100 summer residents and $5.60 in the 
town’s coffers.

Only a handful of aging, single men made Ashcroft their home 
by the turn of the century. They all owned mining claims, but 

spent their time hunting, fishing, reading and drinking in Dan 
McArthur’s bar. They told stories in exchange for drinks and 
served as an informal employment service, matching sporad-
ic work at the remaining mines above Ashcroft with an unsta-
ble work force. Every four years they elected municipal offi-
cers from among themselves. “Judge” Jack Leahy—who died 
in 1939—was the last of the original citizens. He cultivated 
a reputation as a scholar and legal expert and wrote long, 
melodramatic poetry. Historian Jon Coleman calls these men 
“prospectors with dismal prospects, boosters with nothing to 
promote, and town fathers with no children.”

In the 1930s there was a new flurry of interest in Ashcroft, this 
time by international sportsman Ted Ryan and his partner 
Billy Fiske, captain of America’s gold medal Olympic bobsled 
team. They built the Highland-Bavarian Lodge (north of Ash-
croft on Castle Creek Road) and planned a European-style ski 
resort in Ashcroft with an aerial tramway up Mount Hayden. 
World War II put an end to their plans. Fiske died in combat 
and Ryan leased Ashcroft to the army for $1 a year. The 10th 
Mountain Division, America’s soldiers on skis, used Ashcroft 
for mountaineering training in the summer of 1942. 

After the war, ski area development moved to Aspen, and 
Ryan later deeded the site to the United States Forest Service. 
In 1948, Stuart Mace, a veteran of W.W.II and commander of 
a canine division, brought his family and dog sled operation 
to Ashcroft. Mace and his Toklat huskies were featured in the 
popular 1950s TV series Sgt. Preston of the Yukon. The ghost 
town was fitted with false fronts to create a Canadian set. Giv-
en use of five acres in exchange for caretaking on behalf of 
the Highland-Bavarian’s remaining holdings, Mace devoted 
the rest of his life to protecting the area from development 
and restoring the ecology.

In 1974, Mace was joined in that effort by Aspen Historical 
Society. Under the direction of Ramona Markalunas, Ashcroft 
became a National Register Historic Site, and Aspen Historical 
Society received the first USFS permit ever granted to a his-
torical society to preserve and interpret a ghost town.
Lunch at the Dallenbach Ranch - 11:00am-3:00pm

Purchased by Indy Car driver, Wally Dallenbach Sr. in 1973, 
the Dallenbach Ranch is a one-of-a-kind Colorado getaway. 
The Dallenbach family lives on the property and maintains all 
cabins, landscaping, and manages events.

The ranch sits on one mile of the famous Frying Pan River, 
which is known for its gold medal fly fishing and located 5 
minutes from downtown Basalt. The property is surrounded 
by mountain BLM land, making it a private and unique desti-
nation. An old horse barn has been converted into a bar and 
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is decorated with racing memorabilia. Also on display will  be 
an Indy 500 pace car used in the 1973 race. 

A light lunch to be catered by “The Tipsy Trout” will be served 
consisting of a sandwich bar, chips, dessert, & non-alcoholic 
beverages. Live music will be provided by David Tipton play-
ing the Chapman Stick.

Panoramic Photo - 3:30pm-5:30pm

This traditional event will be held at the parking lot of the 
Snowmass Recreation Center. 

Saturday, July 2
The following drives are all being repeated today. 
See Friday’s schedule for their descriptions and departure 
times.

Drive #1 Frying Pan River to Ruedi Reservoir
Google Maps Link:  
https://goo.gl/maps/rjYoYymUo981GcBs9

Drive #2 John Denver Sanctuary
Google Maps Link:  
https://goo.gl/maps/E9gvFNyDH3cF3tEx8

Drive #3 Ashcroft Ghost Town 
Google Maps Link: 
https://goo.gl/maps/8RWXQnnCHZQqtBHq9

Drive #4 Zedkhana - 1:00pm-4:30pm 
This is a low speed fun event which takes place in the Snow-
mass Recreation Center parking lot. Driving skills along with 
wacky zany games are the highlight of this event. A small “pay 
to play” fee will be charged with the proceeds going towards 
our chosen charity, the Tire Rack Teen Street Survival School.

Awards Banquet - 6:30pm-?
The “closing ceremonies” for the week where we present our 
annual ZSCCA awards and trophies. A buffet dinner served at 
the Rooftop Banquet Hall of the Viewline Resort.
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Do you have a great photo of your Z that you really love? Send it to editor@zscca.org, along with a short 
caption and we might just feature it in Z SPOT FOR PHOTOZ! 

Andy Hartwell
On May 14th we attended the Saratoga Spring Car 
Show, held on the grounds of the Saratoga State 
Park, and near the Saratoga Auto Museum.  Shirley 
and I try to get up to Saratoga for this show, and 
the BMW Vintage Festival, every year.  This time 
around, the turnout was tremendous with over 
700 cars showing up to show off! Proceeds benefit 
the museum and everyone is invited to become a 
museum member by visiting:
www.saratogaautomuseum.org

z spot for photoz
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This club is fortunate to have some good, strong Area Representatives; people who 
want to lead others in the ongoing – and roadgoing -  pursuit of fun and friendly 
relationships. One such friendly and supportive person is the rep for the Zee Central 
Virginia Roadsters and Coupes group, Stephen Kline. Stephen has taken his group to 
many places and, as the Editor for this magazine, I certainly appreciate that he files 
reports on those trips for publication in these pages.

We talked with Stephen and learned he is originally from Texas but moved east to 
Central Virginia and then to West Virginia and back to Central Virginia bringing with 
him a history of working on cars since his teens.  He is a Mechanical Engineer, retired 
due to an auto incident, and living with constant pain resulting from that unfortu-
nate day.  But a pain ridden body has not dampened his spirit nor enthusiasm for 

meet z members

Stephen Kline - 
Zee Central Virginia 
Roadsters and Coupes

“What I think an area rep really needs to 
do is listen to the people in his group.”

BY ANDREW S. HARTWELL
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driving with his friends in his group. Based on the num-
ber of reports he files with us; we suspect the Zee Cen-
tral group is probably one of the most active in north 
America and that Stephen is probably one of the lon-
gest serving reps. 

“I’m probably one of the oldest, and longest serving area 
reps in the club.” Stephen told us. “Back 2004, we had an 
area rep, but he decided he no longer wanted the role.  
I took on the responsibility then and have stayed with it 
all these years.”

Our conversation started with Stephen giving us some 
background on his upbringing, his marriage, his moves 
and his involvement with the ZSCCA. 

“Well, I was born in Freeport, Texas and I have lived here 
in central Virginia throughout all of my school years. I 
moved to Virginia in 1959. I took a job as assistant chief 
engineer of a hospital in West Virginia and that is where 
I met Karen, my wife of 43 years. Back then we lived for 
10 years in a log house with 18 acres of property. The 
house was a three-bedroom log home. We raised her 

two children there.  I also worked a hospital in West Vir-
ginia until they changed management and brought in 
their own engineering team. I then went to work for a 
company designing and building and working on com-
mercial heating and air refrigeration equipment. 

“At the hospital, I had an engineering job, taking care of 
the refrigeration systems. I had to design a new system 
for a new section on the hospital. I have a degree in me-
chanical engineering. While I was at the hospital, I took 
on learning about electrical and HVAC&R work because 
they needed somebody to be able to work on their 
equipment.  They didn’t have anyone on staff and were 
paying a lot for contractors. I saw that as a lot of money 
going out the door that could be saved and so I set out 
to help them by learning what needed to be done.

“When Karen and I moved from West Virginia to central 
Virginia, the job I took was with a company called Bod-
die-Noell Enterprises. They own most of the Hardees 
restaurants as well as several banks and other interests 
also.  I have worked on their equipment and helped de-
signed some of their equipment.  I also helped take care 

ZSCCA members get the whole story!

Cruizin’ Newz is the quarterly magazine of the 
Z Series Car Club of America - ZSCCA

You can get the whole story too, 
when you become a member of the club!!

Join for $30 a year!
Sign up today at: www.zscca.org
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of some of their restaurant equipment. They build, de-
sign and make their own equipment for that company 
and I also helped with that.”

Stephen’s interests include hunting and fishing. On one 
ordinary day he set out to have a day in the woods.  This 
was in 1999 but an incident led to his early retirement. 

“Well, I’m always in considerable pain. Unfortunately, it’s 
just the way it is. I am 69 and I was forced to retire at just 
49 years of age. I was expecting to work for a very long 
time, and I truly loved my position. Believe me.”

Stephen has not let his injuries keep him out from be-
hind the wheel of his Z.  And when the drives come, 
he rarely travels alone. Without question, Stephen files 
more Area Rep reports for Cruzin’ Newz than any other 
rep.  He takes his group everywhere they want to go 
and dutifully recaps each adventure to share with his 
fellow ZSCCA members.

It all began with a desire to own a car that oozed Eu-
ropean charm and accentuated German engineering 
prowess.

“The first Z I bought was a 1997, 1.9-liter Z3. It was three 
years old when I bought it. I was just coming off my 
medical issue and I was feeling a little better and ev-
erything was coming around.  I always loved the look 
of the Z3. They are just such a neat looking car. They re-
mind me of an old European sports car.  That’s why I like 
the style of the Z3 over the Z4. To me, the Z3 just has a 
classy look about it. Not that I don’t like the Z4. I love the 
E89 and G29 design. I have quite often thought about 
buying a E89 Z . 

“I bought the car from a heart surgeon that had a heart 
attack and died in his home the car was offered in his 
estate sale, so I placed a bid and that’s how I got that car. 
I didn’t know I was going to get it, but I did. I think I got 
that one with 79,000 miles on it.
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“Anyway, I bought the car, and I did know a little bit 
about the ZSCCA at the time. It was called the Z3CC 
back then. I was a member of the BMWCCA when I saw 
an ad for the club in the back of one of their publica-
tions. I also met Richard Broughton fellow BMWCCA 
member who owned a Z and was also in the Z3CCA 
member. He used to put on an annual event called the 
“Outer Banks CruiZe” on. Richard has become a very 
good Z friend along with many others over many years. 

“I drove the Dickens out of that 1.9 L Z3 car. I think when 
I sold the car it had 169,000 on it or something like that. 
It was Boston Green, with the M44 engine. I was on 
the internet just surfing Z3M cars. I found what a Ford 
dealership was calling M3 in Estoril Blue that caught my 
eye, because it was a Z3M Roadster. It had a little over 
63,000 miles on it. The Ford dealership said they want-
ed $10,000 for it, but it was in Missouri. So, I purchased 
a plane ticket to St. Louis MO. Where the dealership 
picked me up and  I bought that thing in 2010, 12 years 
ago.  

“The car belonged to the dealer’s daughter. When 
she went to college out in Washington state, she had 
leased the car from the BMW dealership (original title), 
she drove it back and forth from college throughout her 
school years. She purchased the car after lease expired 
( 1st title change) ended up getting married titled the 
car in her married name (2nd title change)  It was a one 
owner car, basically. I took a plane to St Louis where the 
dealership picked me up.  This was probably 75 miles 
plus drive from the airport to dealership!

“The name of the dealer was Bow Tie Ford. It was a small 
little Ford dealership, kind of in the middle of the corn-
fields out there. They put the car up on the lift for me, 
to let me look all around underneath of it. It looked like 
it was pristine, except for the back window which had a 
bunch of darkened tree sap on it.  I just cut him a check 
for the car right then. I drove the car home from there 
and had no problems at all on the way except for when 
the headlight switch went out. The headlights still op-
erated, but the interior lights on the dash weren’t work-
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ing. That problem is a real common issue.  Over a period 
of shifting gears causes the wire going to the shift knob, 
sometimes short out to the transmission or frame inside 
the side of the console. I knew exactly what it was when 
it happened as I am really familiar with these cars. I’ve 
had them for a long time, and I really understand them. 
I do a lot of service work myself.” 

Stephen’s hands became a repository for grease and oil 
at a very young age.

“In Virginia, from the time I was 13 years old, I went to 
work in a service station. I was pumping gas, changing 
oil and doing brake jobs and detailing cars. My daddy 
taught me how to do all those things I worked on at 
the station. I worked at the Tom Guthrie Shell Station 
and stayed there right through my school years.  After 
my first year of college, I was rebuilding engines for him. 
I’m very mechanically inclined. I do have a degree in 
mechanical engineering, and I also do know quite a bit 
about electrical work because I got my certification as 
electrician and a HVAC&R Tech at the West Virginia Plato 

VOTECH center, when I worked at 
the hospital.  I’ve always been able 
to fix things. And Karen tells me I 
can fix anything.”

The Kline’s have taken many other 
drives in their Z, outside of the ‘lo-
cal’ drives they lead as the area rep.
 
“I still like to fish a little bit so Kar-
en and I will spend some time with 
a pole in hand. Most recently we 
drove down to Florida to sightsee 
and go fishing down there. Karen 
always wanted to see the Florida 
Keys, so that was the reason for us 
to make that trip. We like to take 
our time and make a lot of stops at 
places of interest. We do stuff like 
that once in a while, but we can’t 
afford to do it as much as we would 
like.  “As I said, we take our time get-
ting there and getting back so we 
don’t go very far in one day just 
because of my condition. That’s 
the other thing. Like, we left here 
one day and went down to Myr-
tle beach, South Carolina, which is 
about a five-hour drive, and then 
stayed there overnight and then 

went back on the road the next day to St. Augustine 
Florida for two days then on to South Miami Beach for 
an overnight stay, then on to Key Marathon for a week, 
fishing and traveling to Key West and all the other keys. 
All told we were on the road for three weeks, going to 
Florida and back home again.

 “We have taken many other trips in our Z including a 
31-day cross country trip, driving the southern route, 
using back roads and touring the US National Park sys-
tem, as much as possible. When we left ZFEST 2012, in 
California, we drove the outer coastal highway all the 
way to San Francisco. 

“Other trips taken include going down to Florida in 
2010, driving US Rt 1 to US Rt 1A1, all the way to South 
Miami beach.  We came  back up the middle of Florida 
using back roads. We have also toured all the Canadi-
an Maritime islands, including Newfoundland with the 
Marshall’s in their Z3M Roadster.  What a great trip that 
was with some good Z friends.”
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Being a ‘veteran’ area rep, Stephen out-
lined what he considers to be a prime 
responsibility for those who intend to 
become area reps.  His suggestion is one 
every would-be leader would do well to 
heed.

“What I think an area rep really needs to 
do is listen to the people in his group. 
Find out what they want to do and lis-
ten to their ideas and plans for things the 
group can do together.  I have learned 
that over time. Before I even was part of 
the ZSCCA, I had my own little club. We 
called it Z Central Virginia Roadsters.  We 
had a few Mercedes Benzes, Jaguars, Me-
dias and other cars in the club too. We 
had a little bit of everything in that club 
and when I took the job of area rep, that 
club kind of went away and became Zee 
Central Virginia Roadsters & Coupes.” 

Stephen knows that, while our excellent 
taste in cars brought us together, it is the 
people in the club that keep us involved. 
He also knows those people need to know they can and 
should be involved as leaders of drives and events.

“I find this club to be more than our cars. The cars might 
bring us together, but the people keep us together. And 
to be an area rep, you need to be a little bit of a people 
person. As I said, you also need to be a person that lis-
tens to your area members as to find what they would 
like to do as a group. I happen to have an area that likes 
to do a lot of car shows. They are inexpensive and you 
get to see some nice cars. My group also like to do drives 
as well, so we take drives and we go places such as mu-
seums and wineries and things like that. We also hold 
planning meetings, two per year, and a holiday dinner, 
and a picnic. You know, everybody has something that 

they would like to do, and the rep needs to listen to 
those wants.

“And when someone wants to lead the group, we let 
them and we follow their lead, sharing in the fun of the 
destination they chose. I’m always willing to help them 
plan their trip and I’m always willing to do anything else 
to support them, but you got to let your personnel help 
you do your job, because it can be just too much for 
one person to do.  But I do love being an area rep in this 
great club!”

The ZSCCA is fortunate to you have you with us, 
Stephen!
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USA

Alabama
BMW Z Club of Alabama
www.facebook.com/groups/bmwzclubofalabama

Arkansas (Fayetteville)
Scott Young • Ozark BMW Z Club
www.facebook.com/groups/OzarkZClub/
ozarkzclub@zscca.org

Arizona (Phoenix)
Ken Richter • Canyon State Z Car Club
facebook.com/groups/SouthwestBMWZClub/
canyonstate@zscca.org

Arizona (Tucson)
ZAZs of Tucson
www.facebook.com/groups/zazsoftucson 
zazsoftucson@zscca.org

California (San Francisco)
Tarlock Sagoo • NorCal BMW Zs 
www.facebook.com/groups/norcalbmwzs
norcalbmwzs@zscca.org

California (Los Angeles) 
Stephen Smith • Southern California BMW Zs
www.facebook.com/groups/socalbmwzs 
southerncal@zscca.org
 
Colorado (Salida)
Jon Moorhead • Hi RockeeZ
www.facebook.com/groups/hirockeez/
midcolorado@zscca.org

Connecticut
ConnecticutBMWZCruiZers
www.facebook.com/groups/ctbmwzcruizers
ct@zscca.org

Florida (Orlando)
Tom Hawk • Central Florida ZSCCA
www.facebook.com/groups/centralflzscca
Centralflorida@zscca.org
 
Florida (Gainesville) 
www.facebook.com/groups/gatorzs
flnorth@zscca.org

Florida (Miami)
South Florida BMW Z Enthusiasts
www.facebook.com/groups/soflozs
flsouth@zscca.org

Florida (NE Coast)
First Coast BMW Zs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/firstcoastzs
flcoast@zscca.org

Florida (Ft. Myers)

Irwin Block • Suncoast BMW Zs
www.facebook.com/groups/suncoastzs
ftmyers@zscca.org

Florida (Tampa)
William Vargas • Tampa Bay BMW Zs
www.facebook.com/groups/tampabayzclub
tampa@zscca.org

Florida (Tallahasee)
Big Bend BMW Zs
www.facebook.com/groups/bigbendzs
bigbendzs@zscca.org

Georgia (Atlanta)
Russ Collins • Atlanta Z3/Z4 Owners 
www.facebook.com/groups/atlantaz3z4
atlanta@zscca.org

Georgia (Jefferson)
Steve Mimbs • RoadtwisterZ
www.facebook.com/groups/roadtwisters
gasouth@zscca.org

Hawaii (Big Island) 
Elizabeth Johnson • Lava SharkZ
www.facebook.com/groups/lavasharkz

Idaho (Boise)
Steve Christensen • Gem State Zs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/gemstatezs/
 gemstatezs@zscca.org

Illinois (Chicago)
Robin Blair • Illinois BMW Zs
www.facebook.com/groups/zsccaillinois
il@zscca.org

Indiana (Bristol)
Gary Moody • Hoosier Z Car Club
www.facebook.com/groups/hoosierzcarclub
hoosierzcarclub@zscca.org

Iowa (Marion)
Warren Byerly • Iowa Zoomin’ Zs
www.facebook.com/groups/iowazoominzs
iowazoominzs@zscca.org

Kansas (Oakland Park) 
Dave Van Brunt • LandsharkZ
www.facebook.com/groups/landsharkz
landsharkz@zscca.org

Louisiana (Lafayette) 
Rajun Cajun BMW Zs
www.facebook.com/groups/rajuncajunzs
cajun@zscca.org

Louisiana (New Orleans) 
The Big EasZ Car Club
www.facebook.com/groups/thebigeaszcarclub
bigeaszcarclub@zscca.org

Maine
BMW Z Maineiacs Club
www.facebook.com/groups/bmwzmaineiacsclub
bmwzmaineiacs@zscca.org

Maryland (Baltimore)
Gene & Robin Warren • Free State Bimmer Zs
www.facebook.com/groups/freestatebimmerzs
md@zscca.org

Massachusetts (Boston)
Jim Werner • New England BMW Zs
www.facebook.com/groups/newenglandzs

Michigan (Plymouth)
Randy Mason • Michigan BMW Z Series
www.facebook.com/groups/mizscca
mizs@zscca.org

Missouri (St. Louis)
Show-Me Zs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/showmezs

Missouri (Springfield)
SOMO Bimmer Zs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/somobimmerzs/
somobimmerzs@zscca.org

Montana 
Charley Brekjern • MT BMW Zs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/mtbmwzs
mtbmwzs@zscca.org 

Nebraska (Omaha)
Emily Regan • Cornhusker Zs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/cornhuskerzs
cornhuskers@zscca.org

New Hampshire  
NH Zeacoast Z Club
www.facebook.com/groups/nhzeacoastzclub
nhzeacoastzclub@zscca.org

New Jersey (Burlington)
Joe Rosenberg • Garden State ZSCCA
www.facebook.com/groups/gardenstatezscca 
nj@zscca.org

New Mexico (Albuquerque)
Denise Inight • Albuquerque BMW Zs
www.facebook.com/groups/abqbmwzs
bmwzabq@zscca.org

New York (Binghamton)
Gregory Finch • Zouthern Tier Zs
www.facebook.com/groups/ZonyZsofNewYork/
nysouth@zscca.org

New York City
Dori Komarin • Big Apple Zs
www.facebook.com/groups/bigapplezs
nyc@zscca.org

AREA REPRESENTATIVES
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New York (Poughkeepsie)
Ed Clark • Hudson Valley ZSCCA
www.facebook.com/groups/hudsonvalleyzscca
hudsonvalleyzscca@zscca.org

New York (Rochester)
Jay Parnes • Rochester, NY
www.facebook.com/groups/flowercityroadsterz
nywest@zscca.org

North Carolina (Charlotte)
Eric Peck • Queen City Cra-zs
www.facebook.com/groups/queencitycrazs
charlotte@zscca.org

North Carolina (Greensboro)
Triad Area BMW Zs
www.facebook.com/groups/triadareazscca

North Carolina (Raleigh)
Triangle Area ZSCCA
www.facebook.com/groups/triangleareazscca
triangleareazscca@zscca.org

North Carolina (Western)
W North Carolina Mountain Zs
www.facebook.com/groups/wncmountainzs
ncwest@zscca.org

North Carolina (Wilmington)
Coastal Carolina BMW Zs
http://www.facebook.com/groups/coastalcarolinazs
coastalcarolinazs@zscca.org

Ohio (Cleveland)
Great Lakes BMW Zs
www.facebook.com/groups/greatlakesbmwzs
greatlakesbmwzs@zscca.org 

Ohio (Columbus)
Mark Kraft • Buckeye Zs
www.facebook.com/groups/buckeyezs
BuckeyeZs@zscca.org

Oklahoma (Tulsa)
Sherry Jeffries • Oklahoma Z Club
www.facebook.com/groups/oklahomazclub
ok@zscca.org

Oregon (Corvallis Valley) 
Zs of Corvallis Valley 
www.Facebook.com/groups/zsofcorvallisvalley
zsofcorvallisvalley@zscca.org

Oregon (Portland)
Roy Conklin • Portland Zedheads   
www.facebook.com/groups/portlandoregonzscca
portlandzedheads@zscca.org

Pennsylvania (Allentown)
Matt Cunningham • Eastern PA ZSCCA
www.facebook.com/groups/eastpazscca
paeast@zscca.org

Pennsylvania (Huntington)
Mark Bigelow • Nittany Zs
www.facebook.com/groups/nittanyzs
pacentral@zscca.org

Pennsylvania (Pittsburgh)
Steel City BMW Zs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/steelcityzs
pittsburgh@zscca.org

Pennsylvania (Wattsburg)
Dana Kosiorek • NW PA Z Bimmers
www.facebook.com/groups/nwpazbimmers
nwpazbimmers@zscca.org

Rhode Island  
Ocean State Zs
ri@zscca.org www.facebook.com/oceanstatezs
RI@zscca.org

South Carolina (Greer)
Carlton Greene • SC Foothills BMW Z Club
www.facebook.com/groups/scfoothillsbmwzclub
scfoothillssbmwzclub@zscca.org

Tennessee (Knoxville) 
East TenneZee Club
tneast@zscca.org www.facebook.com
/easttennezeeclub
tneast@zscca.org

Tennessee (Lascassas)  
Middle TenneZee Club
www.facebook.com/groups/middletennezee
middletennezee@zscca.org

Texas (Fort Wood)
Mike Wood • Texas BimmerZs Roadster Rowdies
www.facebook.com/groups/
TexasBimmerZRoadsterRowdies
tx@zscca.org

Texas (Houston)
David Meaux • Space City Zs
www.facebook.com/groups/spacecityzs
spacecityz@zscca.org

Texas (San Antonio)
Alamo City Zed Heads
www.facebook.com/groups/alamocityzedheads
sanantonio@zscca.org

Utah (Washington)
Art Reid • Great Salt Lake Zs
greatsaltlakezs@zscca.org 
www.facebook/groups/greatsaltlakezs
Greatsaltlakezs@zscca.org

Virginia (Richmond)
Stephen Kline • Zee Central VA Roadsterz and Coupes
www.facebook.com/zeecentralvirginiaclub
va@zscca.org

Virginia (Potomac/Capital Region) 
Potomac Area Zs
www.facebook.com/groups/potomaczs
potomaczs@zscca.org

Virginia (Southwest)  
New River Valley Zs
www.facebook.com/nrvzs
vasouthwest@zscca.org

Washington (Kennewick)
George Cicottle • Washington State Zs
www.facebook.com/groups/washingtonstatezs
seattle@zscca.org

Washington (Seattle)
Jim Dunn • Washington State Zs
www.facebook.com/groups/washingtonstatezs
seattle@zscca.org

West Virginia
James Selleck • Mountain State RoadsterZ
www.facebook.com/groups/mountainstateroadsterZ
wva@zscca.org

Wisconsin (Madison) 
Steve Fisk
www.facebook.com/groups/badgerstatezscca
badgerstatezscca@zscca.org

CANADA

Canada (Ashcroft)
Steve Deering • BMW Z Club of British Columbia  
www.facebook.com/groups/bmwzclubbc
bmwzbc@zscca.org

Canada (Nova Scotia)
Blue Nose Z Club
www.facebook.com/groups/bluenosezcclub  
bluenosezclub@zscca.org

Canada (Saskatchewan) 
Prairie CruZers 
www.facebook.com/prairiecruzers
sask@zscca.org

Canada (Victoria, BC)  
Victoria BMW Z Enthusiasts
www.facebook.com/groups/victoriabmwzenthusiasts
victoriabmwz@zscca.org

THE WORLD

Lisa Liebman • ZSCCA ZisterZ
www.facebook.com/groups/zsccazisterz
zisterz@zscca.org

www.zscca.org
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THE POWER OF M: CELEBRATING 50 YEARS BEGINS MAY 16

 190 Manatee Court, Greer, SC 29651  |  864-329-1919  |  bmwccafoundation.org  |  bmwccafoundationstore.com  

 The Power of M - The Vintage Open House 2022
MAY 20th / Advance tickets at Eventbrite.com

May starts with M///

THE POWER OF M: Celebrating 50 Years begins May 16, 2022
 bmwccafoundationstore.com  |  bmwccafoundation.org  |  864-329-1919  |  190 Manatee Court, Greer, SC 29651

The Power of M will be the first exhibit to feature our new museum name!

our store for M-related calendars, brochures, posters, and much more!
Get suited up for all things          with newly branded apparel OR visit

Suit up forSuit up for MAYMAY//////
//////M  

is the proud home of  


